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Message from the head of the
Overseas Department

In the 178 Year of the Teachindsebruary26
For the past few days, we have been experiencing warrof-@gtason weather here
in Oyasato. However, the skies show that thera chance for rain today, antt a
though it was not ideal weather for walking, many, many followers of the path
turned to Jiba as the February MontBlgrvicewas performed joyousg in unity with
the Shinbashira as the core

In the service prayer,theSmbashira stated, ALl I
and staff members of Church Headquarters alike must focus on the source of-ins
ties and distress which are caused by the current situation of the world. We
widely convey the desire of God tharent to people who are not yet familiar with th
teachings, so that we may take a step closer to all people of the byamdtually
helping one another as brothers and sisters. We must resolve to press forward t
of singlehearted salvation throng t he Service and t he
ifSanctioned as a branch of the Ji ba,
person connected with the church can join their minds of sincerity togetherd-anc
vance their duties toward the Joyduife in a training ground at their respectivedec
tions. So that we may be useful in the construction of a peaceful and harmo
worl d, on behalf of everyone present

Following the Service, the sermon was given by Ibieim, Rev.Takanori Nagao

Rev. Nagao spoke about the first head minister of Kawaramachi Grand Ch
Rev. Genjiro Fukaya, who is always ¢
is a splendid path. o Wi t h tHewas sajthee t
ful to God and how this path is splendid.

While quoting from the Ofudesaki, Mikaguu#a, Doctrine of Tenrikyo and the
Life of Oyasama, Rev. Nagao explained that we are thankful for God the Pare
cause God is the original and true Pdirand as the fundamental teachings of t

Continued on Pagelo
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February Monthly Service Prayer

Before You, God the Parent, Te@ino-Mikoto, who resides in this shrine, |
(Michihito Hamada, bishop of the Mission Headquarters of Haywaigy with rewe-

rence

As we live in this world taught to us as the bosom of God the Parentnwe cc
stantly receive Your ovdlowing grace and blessings, which grants us the free use ¢

our bodies as we advance toward the realization of the Joyous Life world. Thes:
boundless lessings are truly more than we can expect. We deeply express aur gre
tude for Your grace, as we proceed in high spirits toward the path of sincerity, whit
we are shown through the Divine Model of Oyasama. Today is the day we are gral
to conduct thé-ebruary monthly service at this mission headquarters. The service
performers will unite their hearts to perform the seated service andofigoyously in
high spirits.

On this day we are blessed with the presence of Reverend Yoichiro Miyam
head otthe Overseas Department. As You view the brothers and sisters of the pe
who have looked forward to this day, singing the songs of the service in union, wi

hearts filled with gratitude for Your parental love, we hope that You can be spirited
well.

Furthermore, from February 1st till February 12th, 19 students and 3 imstru
tors from Tenri Kyoko Gakuen High School came to Hawaii to study and experien
the English language and culture while under the care of various churches snd mi

sion stations. Thsincere care received by the church home stay families enablec
them to advance in spiritual maturity and return to Jiba.

Yesterday, Rev. Miyamori conducted an otefuri study session for senvice p
formers. As the service is the foundation for world sadwative will unite our hearts

as one and perform the service with firm resolve.
We vow to exert our effort for those who are troubled and worried that the)
have nowhere to turn to, and we vow to imbed in our hearts, the joy of folloming u
waveringly, thgath of sincerity for generations to come. We further resolve to devc
ourselves in the effort for singheearted salvation by planting seeds that will enable
the realization of the Joyous Life. May You, God the Parent, accept our sincerity, ¢
ask tha all people of the world may find the joy of living and guide us towarchreco
structing the world where we can spend our days living in harmony by helping one
another. Together with everyone present, | pray for these blsssing
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Mission HQ February Monthly Service Sermon

Rev. Yoichiro Miyamori

In front of the Shinbashira is a clwc
late ice cream, and in front of you is a-v
nilla ice crean. You actually want a spoe
ful of the chocolate ice cream that is
front of him. Try to imagine that you war
the chocolate one even if it is not yoar f
vorite. But it is the Shinbashira eating tl
chocolate one, so it is not easy for you
ask for a poonful. You are thinking it
would be rude to ask him for such a thing

Then, what would be the best way
have the Shinbashi
some of this choco

Think about it for a second. Wh

My congratulations on your lively Be would you do?
ruary monthly service today at the Missic ~ For you to enjoy the Shn b a s h i

Headquarters of Hawaii. | very muchb-acr e a m, woul dnot it
preciate this opportunity to joinyoutodacr eam f i r st , sayin
Having been asked by the bishoptodelhof t hi s vanilla ic
this sermon, | have come to the podiuuhe woul d say, nPIl
May | ask for your attention forawhile. some of this in re

Now everyone, please try to imagin If you desire something from others b
You are now eating an ice cream with t d o noffer them anything, your wish wil
Shinbashira alone, sitting face to face. £ never be met.
you picturing this scene now? Yo If you get caught up in your desire, yc
shoul dn o tidemt that suohaa thi¢ end up not getting what you want. Wh
would never happen to you. We nev you release your desire, your desire will
know what will happen in our life, or a met.
the saying goes, i If you offer your effort first, it will be
around the corner . retuned to you as merit. Suchthe truth
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of heaven. To come into accord with 1
truth of heaven, you only need to follow t
path of natural spontaneity; so it may
easier than you might think.

We all want to receive the blessings
God. We al | want (
can we mke it possible for God to exe
divine providence for us?

The service performed today is thebF
ruary monthly service. What exactly do 1
do on these monthly occasions? The ans
is to play the nine musical instruments, s
the songs for the service, apérform the
Dance with the Hand Movements. Sucl
the Aserviceodo we p
good enough, however, to play the iost
ments well, sing the songs with a gc
voice, and dance without mistakes. If 1
tangible form were the only importa
thing, we could hire experts in music a
dance and ask them to perform, but the
vice we are taught is not like that. The-i
portant thing is what frame of mind we ¢
i n when we perform
God the Parent is looking into the state
our mind.

Then, what kind of frame of mind shot

we be in to perfor
| think there are three aspects to this.
The first aspect
mi nd. O
Thi s means t o co

with an unclouded mind free of unnee
sary thaights. What if someone comes
to you and asks for a favor with a he

February Monthly Service Sermon

hearted attitude while thinking about ser
thing else? You may not feel good and n
not want to listen to the person. On thi-(
er hand, if the person asks for a favor i
singleheated and earnest manner,

would | ike to resf
quest.
God says, ABecaus

My children, the Parent shortened Her
by twentyfive years to step out and se
the world from now

The MAserviceo we
what Oyasama pleaded with us to conc
by whatever means necessary. She s
fifty years going through hardships and(
ficulties to have us perform it, and She e
shortened Her term of life by twenfive
years to persuade us to perform it. Sh
begdng us to do it.

For those of you in Hawaii, it may |
difficult to perform the service while wee
ing the service kimono, singing in Japane
and playing the instruments that have
oriental feel. But the main thing is to hav
positive hetdsudev
is not really a matter of whether one
dance and play music well or not.

Above all, what is essential is to perfo
the service with a clear mind free of @nl
cessary thoughts and with our whole he

Such is theificemcplim
The second aspect
The fAserviceo use

different from one another not only in she
but also in the sound they make and
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February Monthly Service Sermon

way they are played. The nine instrume
need to harmonize with one anothemas|
as with the lead singer. The six danc
need a rhythm comfortable to dance
Again, if the six dancers do not pay att
tion to the lead singer or the instruments
do not move in unison, there will be an-t
pleasant feeling. It is important for s
performer to be caring and considerate
the others; such i

The third aspect

Since Godds mar vie
vationo appears th
is nothing else that is so splendid. If we
come spirited, God will work for us sgi
tedly.

If a friend of yours tells you about ses
thing depressing with a sinking heart, yt
heart may also start feeling gloomy. If yc
friend talks to you in bright and high spiri
your heart will also become sped. The
Service is the time for communication w
God the Parent.

Let us show God our higbpiritedness
This is the same principle as in the
cream story.

| would like to earnestly ask you to g

into practice t he
mi nd, o Aomhndyo oén
mind, 0 the three a

frame of mind for performing the service
your daily lives at your church, fellowshi

and home.
We are taught in
Revelations) Part 1ll, verse 143, anc

quote:

If the minds of the world are sp

rited day after day, the growth of

all crops will be spirited, too.
Ofudesaki Ill: 143

It is no good if we are spirited only for
brief moment or ofn
ter dayo means fal

Incidentally, there is a schbcalled Te-
nrikyo Language Institute in Jiba. Tt
school seeks to provide education, dyt
ance, and support for young Tenrikyd-f
lowers from overseas who wish to le:
Japanese and Oyasa
year many students come from South Kc
and dher places. At the end of the first ye
of study, all students have an occasior
gather and perform
one such occasion, | asked the studer
guestion: i Wh at i s
mind to be in when we perform thers
vice?o0

A student offered an answer. What
you think it was?

AA mind of sincer
answer. Since | had not expected suct
answer, | staggered for a moment; ye
could not afford to be seen losing my ci
there.

What came to mind then waise words
of God i n tdhtlee wir#saha
we received when we were granted
Atruth of the Sazh
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es, and | quote:

Daily and always, | say daily and
always: sincerity alone. At first
glance, people may think that the
mind of sincerity is weak, but there
is nothing firmer and more endu-
ing than sincerity. Sincerity alone is
the truth of heaven. Because it is
the truth of heaven, | accept it at
once and give a return at once.
Kakisage

From the point of view of human thin
ingithe mind of sian
ther wunreliabl e an
point of view, there is nothing more ass
ing than this, God says. Then, what kinc

mind is Athe mind
| asked the student who had answe
my questionar | i er . | s ali
t he mi nd of sincet
sai d, AThe mind oh-
ers. o

If a person prays to God disregarding
or her own benefit, time, and conveniel
in order to help save others, we norm:
think tha such a person is taking a loss.
the eyes of God the Parent, however, i
exactly that use of the mind that reac
God, and once it reaches God, God !
quickly respond by working for us, G
says. So such is the way we should use
mind.

If we pray for ourselves to be saved, "

February Monthly Service&Sermon

wonot be saved. | f
saved, then both they and we will be sa
in the end.

In Ofudesaki verse 38 in Part 3, we re

If you are truly of a mind to save
others singleheartedly, | shall
firmly accept you, even if you say
nothing.

Ofudesaki Ill: 38

This means that if we just have the m
that sincerely wishes to help save oth
God the Parent will accept our sincerity;
donodt need to try
clever.

Moving on to another subje no one
can decide when he or she will be born. |
can anyone choose a place to be born.
sex to belong to, or even the face or he
to have. However much you shout that \
want to decide what life you have, younei
not change what you cannot clyan This is
because your body is a thing borrowed fr
God. Take me, for example. God lent
this body, so however much | complain
cannot change a thing about it.

When we areyoung we cannot surviv
unless we accept what our parents pro
for us andfollow what they decide. As w
grow older, we can broaden the area
which we make decisions by ourselves.
begin to decide which school we go
what sport we do, whom we go out wi
what job we have, and so forth; we are ¢
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February Monthly Service Sermon

to choose and decideame and more as w
grow.

As adults, we make constant choir
every day as we grow. We sometimes m
big choices but, even with small choic
the results could make large differences
the end.

Today, you all made a decision to co
to the mission headanters for the service
If you had decided not to come, you wol
not have met me. We are constantly dh
ing according to whom we meet. We are
it were, going through constant rebirths.

Whether we meet those who exert &4
itive influence or a negativimfluence may
al | be up to Al uck
we call it Acausal

In our life, meeting people is importal
And how we feel about those peoplens
portant.

Ofudesaki verse 43 in Part 13 teaches

All of you throughout the world are

brothers and sisters. There should

be no one called an outsider.
Ofudesaki XIlI: 43

Everyone we meet is due to our o
causality. Whether we can believe in t
causality or not is a critical point. If we c.
think of everyone we meet as a preci
person,our causality will move in a goc
direction. Good luck will come our way.

One of the curr edn
which comes from i
taking good care of resources and of

things. | hope that we take good care of
people we meetsavell.

Two years ago, it looked as though
church would fail to reach the amount
monetary offerings we had resolved
make to Church Headquarters. As the h
minister, that is, the representative of
church, I had my 8-
ti oSwucoh a fAresol ut i
by collecting the true sincerity of thelfc
lowers of my church in the hope that tt
will be able to receive the free and ur
mited workings of God. In this regar
therefore, | cannot take failure lightly.
tried eveything | could to fulfill the resal-
tion, but the amount was still not enough

My church is located in the midst of t
mountains, and the building is getting pre
old; therefore, we had saved a little mot
in the bank in case we needed to repe
leaking roof, for example. If we used th
money for our offering, we could mana
to achieve the amount we had resolvec
offer. It was a hard decision. What if \
offered this money and needed to rej
some part of the church building later?

| went to thebank and walked in and o
of the entrance many times. | finally had
bank prepare a check for the money wit
determination to offer it to God and we
out of the bank. At that moment, a «
passed by in front of me. To tell you t
truth, the car amy church was very olc
and it was barely running. We wantec
new one, and the car that sped away in f
of the bank happened to be the ca
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wanted. My eyes turned to the checkua:
rally.

A couple of days later, we had hee
rain. Funny how these thgs happen. Wate
leaked from the roof.

But it was too late. We had no money
our bank account. Nevertheless, once
think, AWe can do
be, 0 then you act
Whatever happens, it ppens because
God. | just lad back. Then, a wonderce
curred. We had a phone call from a famil
had visited fairly long ago during m
Afdotodoor 0O mi ssi ona-t
l'y said: AOur gr an
Since you took care of him, we want
ma k e a d o adaonly rnade afe
visits to him, and he did not even accept
invitation to the Besseki lecture (spec
lectures to receive the Truth of Sazukelh
ing grant). Yet the call was from that c
manés family. I n f
that old man. But gratefully accepted thi
offering, and | took a portion of it to tt
Headquarters first and used the restde
pair the roof. In addition, although this
just between you and me, we were able
purchase a seco#tthnd car to replace tt
old one. Pleasremember this is our secre

God never abandons us. Rather, Gbc
ways works a step ahead of us. We h
nothing to worry about; yet we need
maintain our commitment to work for Ga
This is important.

A mystery novel is fascinating becat
we d oowbwho thkerbad guy is. Total

February Monthly Service Sermon

unexpected endings fascinate us. Hut
relationships are also full of unexpec
twists and turns. That is why they are mi
esting. | often think about how | can mak
frowning person smile and how | can me
a complainingperson say a word of than}
If you try to change people, life can
more fun than you think. It is, of cours
difficult to change others. But perhaps i
interesting because it is difficult. We wol
not watch a TV quiz show if it were ftc
easy.

To hdp save a person, we need
change the personb
that? To change others, it is best to try
change ourselves. This is, again, the s
principle as in the ice cream story. Instt
of asking for something, we can try offeri
somethig. To change ourselves is
change our behavior. What exactly can
do?

We can, for example, say caring wor
be kind, offer material support, and hi
people in need. In essence, what all
boils down to i s:r
form the fasndadr vaidardan
zuke. 0

What is important is to start by offerir
fa spoonfulo to G
proactively contri

God says in the Divine Direction ofed
cember 19th, 1891, and | quote:

You can take delight in contribut-
ing each day. If you sow seeds
without contributing, it is like
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February Monthly Service Sermon

messing up the account book. . . .
Each seed of delight sown day after
day will multiply ten thousand fold
and bring a settling each day.

Divine Directions: December 19, 1891

Anything you cotribute to God will be
returned to you ten thousafald.

| very much hope that you will mal
every effort of contribution and dedicati

and receive ten thousarfold returns from
God. Unless you offer your effort firs
there wonot be raend.
Please do your best to perform the ser
and administer the Sazuke so that you
reap the harvest of salvation work. W
this request, | would like to close my te
today.
Thank you for your kind attention

Message from the Head of the Overseas Dept.

Continued from Page2

path, by mutually helping one another, we are on the path of being pious to our P
God the Parent promises to show us a splendid path. He explained in this way,
wonderful path this is.

In closing, Rev. Nagao stated that this splendid faith should be conveyed to
children, grandchildren and generations to come in our vertical mission and conve
the teachings to our relatives, friends and to the people around us in our horiz
mission should & the duty of a Yoboku.

As you may have already heard, it is time for personnel changes at the Ovg
Department. This month the rearrangement of personnel throughout the depa
was made on a large scale. However, the official movement of petssrscheduled
to occur on the 50of March. | understand that this may cause a bit of an irezon
nience for you. Let us work together and cooperate ever more closely in this time
new beginning.

Overseas Department Head
Yoichiro Miyamori
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Hawali Spiritual

Development Course

Dates: June 20 (Sun) to July 16 (Fri) 20:

Course information: Participants will gain kmo
ledge about the Tenrikyo teachings as well
gain spiritual awareness by reading the script
(The Doctrine of Tenrikyo, The Life of Ogasa),
engaging in hinokishin (gratitude towards Gc¢
the Parent shown in daily actions), faith exp

riences speeches, and practicing the Servic

Course graduates have experienced both phy
and spiritual healingarenewal offiselfo and
gained a strongesise of meaning and purpose
life!

Age requirement: 17 or older

Participation fee: $200
(includes: meals, dormccommodationand textbooks)

Please apply at the Mission HQ office hjune 13 (Sun)
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BGA Leadership Camp and New Year Park Cle:
& BBO Picnidield

The annual Boys and Girsssoci-
ation Leadership camp and New Year
Park Cleanup & BBQ Picnic was held
on January 30and 3% with the Park
. Cleanup and BBQ Picnic being held
on January 31

Four girls, eight boys and five adult
leaders participated in the leadership
camp which provided valuable life
experiences and lessons through which
the participants can build their leade
ship skills. Their schedule was litera
ly "packed" with activities from k&
dership workshops, to hands on tear

- - ing about taro pounding, to hinokishin
at TCC preparlng goody bags (to pass out at the BBQ picnic) during their shower time, KP
(kitchen patrol), and conducting the games during the BBQ Picnic. There was hardly a minut:
wasted in their time spent at MHQ. Participants first attended a workshigammwork & caon-
muni cation conductedamy the Younunn Menda
and another workshop on interpersonal skiigriucted
by the camp adult leaders.

However, the highlight of the camp was the ta
pounding demonstration held by Kumu (instructg
Daniel Anhony of Mana Ai a norofit organization
dedicated to the perpetuation of the Hawaiian culturg
making poibyhangp oundi ng tar o.
ono experience by <cl ean
Apounding and mashingo
pounder, and consumed the poi dumplings for dinne
their stew and enjoyed deep fried poi for snack. Ku
Anthony emphasized connecting with the tahopugh

AS S
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ISLAND LIFE

the six senses of seeing, hearing, smellingshimg, tasting and spirituality.
The New Yea Park Cleanup and BBQ Picnic draws big humbers (over 100 people) annually

and rightfully so. One parent said, "This
agreed, fAWe're able to impart t he oungdge that o f
they too can and need to take stewardship c
not just o6good activityéo. Since it is a B«
has the truth of Jiba and thereforesittihhe ultimate in conveying the joy of faith, not only to the
next generation, but also to the community

shown to us on this rainy day when there was a big downpour during the canopy setuptand anot
er big davnpour as people arrived and then took shelter undeiatitgpg. However, after a short
prayer in which everyone thanked God for the rain as it provides the blessing of water, the rai
suddenly stopped as we started to clean the park and not a drdfefethat! It was such a ar

matic and thankful blessing. As followers of this faith, this is our work, our sincerity, oa- salv
tion work in building the joyous life world which will ultimately bring peace and happiness to the
world! | hope more peoplean recognize the importance of attendamyd encouraging people

to attend this type of church activity as a way of conveying faith to other people. We
don't need to preach to people, we just

Womaeas Association Conduc
Commemorative Event

In commemoration of the actual day of the Wi Association 100 Anniversary thir-
ty-nine membersf the Hawaii chapteperformed the Twelve Songs of the Mikirauta

in the Mission Headquarterso8al Hall on January 28, 2010. In the spirit of the event
members who were not able to particgpatere asked to engage in an alternate activity
such agloinghinokishin, spreading the teachings or administgthe sazuke.
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ISLAND LIFE

All TCC Cleanup Hinokishin Conducted by
Five Affiliated Organizations

Y By .
Organi zed by Sankai (The Three Associ ¢

Association and the Boys and Girls Asgtion) the annual All Tenri Cultural Center

Cleanup Hinokishin was held on Presidents Day, February 15, with about 90 volunteers

The Womends Association members did wee

l unch f or ever yo nseciatioh \Wweed whackea and riskedtlie groulds,

the Boys and Girls Association cleaned the front screen and glass doors and outside ba

rooms; Saturday (Japanese)

School students and parents

cleaned the indoor amphitheater

area in the library and theakl

waii Tenri Judo members and

parents cleaned the fans, lights,

window screens, judo mats and

bathrooms in the dojo (judo

training hall). The hungry

workers enjoyed a delicious reu

ry lunch and fellowship after the

hinokishin. Much mahalo

(thanks) to all who casi
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