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When this dust is completely swept away, 

Nothing will remain but universal salvation. 

Ofudesaki II: 20 
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Message from the head of the  

Overseas Department  
 
 
In the 173

rd
 Year of the Teaching, February 26 

For the past few days, we have been experiencing warm, out-of-season weather here 

in Oyasato.  However, the skies show that there is a chance for rain today, and al-

though it was not ideal weather for walking, many, many followers of the path re-

turned to Jiba as the February Monthly Service was performed joyously in unity with 

the Shinbashira as the core.   

In the service prayer, the Shinbashira stated, ñAll church head ministers, Yoboku 

and staff members of Church Headquarters alike must focus on the source of insecuri-

ties and distress which are caused by the current situation of the world.  We must 

widely convey the desire of God the Parent to people who are not yet familiar with the 

teachings, so that we may take a step closer to all people of the world by mutually 

helping one another as brothers and sisters.  We must resolve to press forward the path 

of single-hearted salvation through the Service and the Sazuke.ò  Further, He stated, 

ñSanctioned as a branch of the Jiba, the Tenrikyo church shall be a place where each 

person connected with the church can join their minds of sincerity together, and ad-

vance their duties toward the Joyous Life in a training ground at their respective loca-

tions. So that we may be useful in the construction of a peaceful and harmonious 

world, on behalf of everyone present, I humbly pray for Godôs guidance.ò  

Following the Service, the sermon was given by Honbu-in, Rev. Takanori Nagao. 

Rev. Nagao spoke about the first head minister of Kawaramachi Grand Church, 

Rev. Genjiro Fukaya, who is always quoted as saying, ñI am so thankful to God, this 

is a splendid path.ò  With this quote as a basis, He spoke about why he was so thank-

ful to God and how this path is splendid.   

While quoting from the Ofudesaki, Mikagura-uta, Doctrine of Tenrikyo and the 

Life of Oyasama, Rev. Nagao explained that we are thankful for God the Parent be-

cause God is the original and true Parent and as the fundamental teachings of this 

Continued on Page 10  
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February Monthly Service Prayer 

Before You, God the Parent, Tenri-O-no-Mikoto, who resides in this shrine, I 

(Michihito Hamada, bishop of the Mission Headquarters of Hawaii), pray with reve-

rence: 

As we live in this world taught to us as the bosom of God the Parent, we con-

stantly receive Your over-flowing grace and blessings, which grants us the free use of 

our bodies as we advance toward the realization of the Joyous Life world.  These 

boundless blessings are truly more than we can expect.  We deeply express our grati-

tude for Your grace, as we proceed in high spirits toward the path of sincerity, which 

we are shown through the Divine Model of Oyasama.  Today is the day we are granted 

to conduct the February monthly service at this mission headquarters.  The service 

performers will unite their hearts to perform the seated service and Teodori joyously in 

high spirits. 

On this day we are blessed with the presence of Reverend Yoichiro Miyamori, 

head of the Overseas Department.  As You view the brothers and sisters of the path 

who have looked forward to this day, singing the songs of the service in union, with 

hearts filled with gratitude for Your parental love, we hope that You can be spirited as 

well. 

Furthermore, from February 1st till February 12th, 19 students and 3 instruc-

tors from Tenri Kyoko Gakuen High School came to Hawaii to study and experience 

the English language and culture while under the care of various churches and mis-

sion stations.  The sincere care received by the church home stay families enabled 

them to advance in spiritual maturity and return to Jiba. 

Yesterday, Rev. Miyamori conducted an otefuri study session for service per-

formers.  As the service is the foundation for world salvation, we will unite our hearts 

as one and perform the service with firm resolve.   

We vow to exert our effort for those who are troubled and worried that they 

have nowhere to turn to, and we vow to imbed in our hearts, the joy of following un-

waveringly, the path of sincerity for generations to come.  We further resolve to devote 

ourselves in the effort for single-hearted salvation by planting seeds that will enable 

the realization of the Joyous Life.  May You, God the Parent, accept our sincerity, and 

ask that all people of the world may find the joy of living and guide us toward recon-

structing the world where we can spend our days living in harmony by helping one 

another.  Together with everyone present, I pray for these blessings. 
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Mission HQ February Monthly Service Sermon 

Rev. Yoichiro Miyamori  

 My congratulations on your lively Feb-

ruary monthly service today at the Mission 

Headquarters of Hawaii.  I very much ap-

preciate this opportunity to join you today. 

Having been asked by the bishop to deliver 

this sermon, I have come to the podium. 

May I ask for your attention for a while. 

Now everyone, please try to imagine. 

You are now eating an ice cream with the 

Shinbashira alone, sitting face to face. Are 

you picturing this scene now? You 

shouldnôt be too confident that such a thing 

would never happen to you. We never 

know what will happen in our life, or as 

the saying goes, ñWe don't know what's 

around the corner.ò  

In front of the Shinbashira is a choco-

late ice cream, and in front of you is a va-

nilla ice cream. You actually want a spoon-

ful of the chocolate ice cream that is in 

front of him. Try to imagine that you want 

the chocolate one even if it is not your fa-

vorite. But it is the Shinbashira eating the 

chocolate one, so it is not easy for you to 

ask for a spoonful. You are thinking it 

would be rude to ask him for such a thing. 

Then, what would be the best way to 

have the Shinbashira say, ñWould you like 

some of this chocolate ice cream?ò 

Think about it for a second. What 

would you do? 

For you to enjoy the Shinbashiraôs ice 

cream, wouldnôt it be best to offer your ice 

cream first, saying, ñWould you like some 

of this vanilla ice cream?ò Then, I am sure 

he would say, ñPlease let me offer you 

some of this in return.ò 

If you desire something from others but 

donôt offer them anything, your wish will 

never be met. 

If you get caught up in your desire, you 

end up not getting what you want. When 

you release your desire, your desire will be 

met. 

If you offer your effort first, it will be 

returned to you as merit. Such is the truth 
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of heaven. To come into accord with the 

truth of heaven, you only need to follow the 

path of natural spontaneity; so it may be 

easier than you might think. 

We all want to receive the blessings of 

God. We all want Godôs protection. How 

can we make it possible for God to exert 

divine providence for us? 

The service performed today is the Feb-

ruary monthly service. What exactly do we 

do on these monthly occasions? The answer 

is to play the nine musical instruments, sing 

the songs for the service, and perform the 

Dance with the Hand Movements. Such is 

the ñserviceò we perform. It would not be 

good enough, however, to play the instru-

ments well, sing the songs with a good 

voice, and dance without mistakes. If the 

tangible form were the only important 

thing, we could hire experts in music and 

dance and ask them to perform, but the ser-

vice we are taught is not like that. The im-

portant thing is what frame of mind we are 

in when we perform the ñservice.ò That is, 

God the Parent is looking into the state of 

our mind. 

Then, what kind of frame of mind should 

we be in to perform the ñServiceò? 

I think there are three aspects to this. 

The first aspect is a ñcompletely purified 

mind.ò 

This means to come to the ñserviceò 

with an unclouded mind free of unneces-

sary thoughts. What if someone comes up 

to you and asks for a favor with a half-

hearted attitude while thinking about some-

thing else? You may not feel good and may 

not want to listen to the person. On the oth-

er hand, if the person asks for a favor in a 

single-hearted and earnest manner, we 

would like to respond to the personôs re-

quest. 

God says, ñBecause of My love for you, 

My children, the Parent shortened Her life 

by twenty-five years to step out and save 

the world from now.ò 

The ñserviceò we performed today is 

what Oyasama pleaded with us to conduct 

by whatever means necessary. She spent 

fifty years going through hardships and dif-

ficulties to have us perform it, and She even 

shortened Her term of life by twenty-five 

years to persuade us to perform it. She is 

begging us to do it.  

For those of you in Hawaii, it may be 

difficult to perform the service while wear-

ing the service kimono, singing in Japanese, 

and playing the instruments that have an 

oriental feel. But the main thing is to have a 

positive attitude like ñLetôs give it a tryò; it 

is not really a matter of whether one can 

dance and play music well or not. 

Above all, what is essential is to perform 

the service with a clear mind free of unne-

cessary thoughts and with our whole heart. 

Such is the ñcompletely purified mindò. 

The second aspect is ñunity of mind.ò 

The ñserviceò uses instruments that are 

different from one another not only in shape 

but also in the sound they make and the 

February Monthly Service Sermon 



         6                

 

   

                          

February Monthly Service Sermon 

 

way they are played. The nine instruments 

need to harmonize with one another as well 

as with the lead singer. The six dancers 

need a rhythm comfortable to dance to. 

Again, if the six dancers do not pay atten-

tion to the lead singer or the instruments, or 

do not move in unison, there will be an un-

pleasant feeling. It is important for each 

performer to be caring and considerate to 

the others; such is the ñunity of mindò. 

The third aspect is a ñspirited mind.ò 

Since Godôs marvelous blessing of ñsal-

vationò appears through this service, there 

is nothing else that is so splendid. If we be-

come spirited, God will work for us spiri-

tedly. 

If a friend of yours tells you about some-

thing depressing with a sinking heart, your 

heart may also start feeling gloomy. If your 

friend talks to you in bright and high spirits, 

your heart will also become spirited. The 

Service is the time for communication with 

God the Parent. 

Let us show God our high-spiritedness. 

This is the same principle as in the ice 

cream story. 

I would like to earnestly ask you to put 

into practice the ñcompletely purified 

mind,ò ñunity of mind,ò and ñspirited 

mind,ò the three aspects of the appropriate 

frame of mind for performing the service in 

your daily lives at your church, fellowship, 

and home. 

We are taught in the Ofudesakiôs (Divine 

Revelations) Part III, verse 143, and I 

quote: 

 

If  the minds of the world are spi-

rited day after day, the growth of 

all crops will be spirited, too. 

Ofudesaki III: 143 

 

It is no good if we are spirited only for a 

brief moment or only sometimes. ñDay af-

ter dayò means ñalways.ò 

Incidentally, there is a school called Te-

nrikyo Language Institute in Jiba. This 

school seeks to provide education, guid-

ance, and support for young Tenrikyo fol-

lowers from overseas who wish to learn 

Japanese and Oyasamaôs teachings. Every 

year many students come from South Korea 

and other places. At the end of the first year 

of study, all students have an occasion to 

gather and perform a ñpractice service.ò On 

one such occasion, I asked the students a 

question: ñWhat is the important frame of 

mind to be in when we perform the ser-

vice?ò 

A student offered an answer. What do 

you think it was? 

ñA mind of sincerity,ò was the studentôs 

answer. Since I had not expected such an 

answer, I staggered for a moment; yet I 

could not afford to be seen losing my cool 

there.  

What came to mind then was the words 

of God in the ñKakisageòð the words that 

we received when we were granted the 

ñtruth of the Sazuke.ò The Kakisage teach-
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es, and I quote: 

 

Daily and always, I say daily and 

always: sincerity alone. At first 

glance, people may think that the 

mind of sincerity is weak, but there 

is nothing firmer and more endur-

ing than sincerity. Sincerity alone is 

the truth of heaven. Because it is 

the truth of heaven, I accept it at 

once and give a return at once. 

Kakisage 

 

From the point of view of human think-

ing, ñthe mind of sincerityò may seem ra-

ther unreliable and fragile, but from Godôs 

point of view, there is nothing more assur-

ing than this, God says. Then, what kind of 

mind is ñthe mind of sincerityò exactly? 

I asked the student who had answered 

my question earlier. I said, ñWhat exactly is 

the mind of sincerity?ò Then the student 

said, ñThe mind of helping and saving oth-

ers.ò 

If a person prays to God disregarding his 

or her own benefit, time, and convenience 

in order to help save others, we normally 

think that such a person is taking a loss. In 

the eyes of God the Parent, however, it is 

exactly that use of the mind that reaches 

God, and once it reaches God, God will 

quickly respond by working for us, God 

says. So such is the way we should use our 

mind. 

If we pray for ourselves to be saved, we 

wonôt be saved. If we pray for others to be 

saved, then both they and we will be saved 

in the end. 

In Ofudesaki verse 38 in Part 3, we read, 

 

If you are truly of a mind to save 

others single-heartedly, I shall 

firmly accept you, even if you say 

nothing. 

Ofudesaki III: 38 

 

This means that if we just have the mind 

that sincerely wishes to help save others, 

God the Parent will accept our sincerity; we 

donôt need to try to say anything good or 

clever. 

Moving on to another subject, no one 

can decide when he or she will be born. Nor 

can anyone choose a place to be born, the 

sex to belong to, or even the face or height 

to have. However much you shout that you 

want to decide what life you have, you can-

not change what you cannot change. This is 

because your body is a thing borrowed from 

God. Take me, for example. God lent me 

this body, so however much I complain, I 

cannot change a thing about it. 

When we are young, we cannot survive 

unless we accept what our parents provide 

for us and follow what they decide. As we 

grow older, we can broaden the area in 

which we make decisions by ourselves. We 

begin to decide which school we go to, 

what sport we do, whom we go out with, 

what job we have, and so forth; we are able 

February Monthly Service Sermon 
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things. I hope that we take good care of the 

people we meet, as well. 

Two years ago, it looked as though my 

church would fail to reach the amount of 

monetary offerings we had resolved to 

make to Church Headquarters. As the head 

minister, that is, the representative of the 

church, I had myself made that ñresolu-

tion.ò Such a ñresolutionò is to be achieved 

by collecting the true sincerity of the fol-

lowers of my church in the hope that they 

will be able to receive the free and unli-

mited workings of God. In this regard, 

therefore, I cannot take failure lightly. I 

tried everything I could to fulfill the resolu-

tion, but the amount was still not enough. 

My church is located in the midst of the 

mountains, and the building is getting pretty 

old; therefore, we had saved a little money 

in the bank in case we needed to repair a 

leaking roof, for example. If we used that 

money for our offering, we could manage 

to achieve the amount we had resolved to 

offer. It was a hard decision. What if we 

offered this money and needed to repair 

some part of the church building later? 

I went to the bank and walked in and out 

of the entrance many times. I finally had the 

bank prepare a check for the money with a 

determination to offer it to God and went 

out of the bank. At that moment, a car 

passed by in front of me. To tell you the 

truth, the car at my church was very old, 

and it was barely running. We wanted a 

new one, and the car that sped away in front 

of the bank happened to be the car I 

to choose and decide more and more as we 

grow. 

As adults, we make constant choices 

every day as we grow. We sometimes make 

big choices but, even with small choices, 

the results could make large differences in 

the end. 

Today, you all made a decision to come 

to the mission headquarters for the service. 

If you had decided not to come, you would 

not have met me. We are constantly chang-

ing according to whom we meet. We are, as 

it were, going through constant rebirths. 

Whether we meet those who exert a pos-

itive influence or a negative influence may 

all be up to ñluck.ò In this path, however, 

we call it ñcausality.ò  

In our life, meeting people is important. 

And how we feel about those people is im-

portant. 

Ofudesaki verse 43 in Part 13 teaches us: 

 

All of you throughout the world are 

brothers and sisters. There should 

be no one called an outsider. 

Ofudesaki XIII: 43  

 

Everyone we meet is due to our own 

causality. Whether we can believe in this 

causality or not is a critical point. If we can 

think of everyone we meet as a precious 

person, our causality will move in a good 

direction. Good luck will come our way.  

One of the current buzzwords is ñecoòð

which comes from ñecology,ò referring to 

taking good care of resources and other 

February Monthly Service Sermon 
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wanted. My eyes turned to the check natu-

rally. 

A couple of days later, we had heavy 

rain. Funny how these things happen. Water 

leaked from the roof. 

But it was too late. We had no money in 

our bank account. Nevertheless, once you 

think, ñWe can do nothing, so just let things 

be,ò then you actually feel much better. 

Whatever happens, it happens because of 

God. I just laid back. Then, a wonder oc-

curred. We had a phone call from a family I 

had visited fairly long ago during my 

ñdoor-to-doorò missionary work. The fami-

ly said: ñOur grandfather has passed away. 

Since you took care of him, we want to 

make a donation.ò I had only made a few 

visits to him, and he did not even accept my 

invitation to the Besseki lecture (special 

lectures to receive the Truth of Sazuke heal-

ing grant). Yet the call was from that old 

manôs family. In fact, I had forgotten about 

that old man. But I gratefully accepted this 

offering, and I took a portion of it to the 

Headquarters first and used the rest to re-

pair the roof. In addition, although this is 

just between you and me, we were able to 

purchase a second-hand car to replace the 

old one. Please remember this is our secret. 

God never abandons us. Rather, God al-

ways works a step ahead of us. We have 

nothing to worry about; yet we need to 

maintain our commitment to work for God. 

This is important. 

A mystery novel is fascinating because 

we donôt know who the bad guy is. Totally 

unexpected endings fascinate us. Human 

relationships are also full of unexpected 

twists and turns. That is why they are inter-

esting. I often think about how I can make a 

frowning person smile and how I can make 

a complaining person say a word of thanks. 

If you try to change people, life can be 

more fun than you think. It is, of course, 

difficult to change others. But perhaps it is 

interesting because it is difficult. We would 

not watch a TV quiz show if it were too 

easy. 

To help save a person, we need to 

change the personôs mind. How can we do 

that? To change others, it is best to try and 

change ourselves. This is, again, the same 

principle as in the ice cream story. Instead 

of asking for something, we can try offering 

something. To change ourselves is to 

change our behavior. What exactly can we 

do? 

We can, for example, say caring words, 

be kind, offer material support, and help 

people in need. In essence, what all this 

boils down to is: to do ñhinokishin,ò per-

form the ñservice,ò and administer the ñSa-

zuke.ò 

What is important is to start by offering 

ña spoonfulò to God the Parent; it is to 

proactively contribute to Godôs work. 

God says in the Divine Direction of De-

cember 19th, 1891, and I quote: 

 

You can take delight in contribut-

ing each day. If you sow seeds 

without contributing, it is like 

February Monthly Service Sermon 
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path, by mutually helping one another, we are on the path of being pious to our Parent.  

God the Parent promises to show us a splendid path.  He explained in this way, what a 

wonderful path this is. 

In closing, Rev. Nagao stated that this splendid faith should be conveyed to our 

children, grandchildren and generations to come in our vertical mission and conveying 

the teachings to our relatives, friends and to the people around us in our horizontal 

mission should be the duty of a Yoboku.   

As you may have already heard, it is time for personnel changes at the Overseas 

Department.  This month the rearrangement of personnel throughout the department 

was made on a large scale.  However, the official movement of personnel is scheduled 

to occur on the 15
th
 of March.  I understand that this may cause a bit of an inconve-

nience for you.  Let us work together and cooperate ever more closely in this time of a 

new beginning.   

Overseas Department Head 

Yoichiro Miyamori 

 

Overseas Department Head 

Yoichiro Miyamori 

Message from the Head of the Overseas Dept. 

Continued from Page 2 

messing up the account book. . . . 

Each seed of delight sown day after 

day will multiply ten thousand fold 

and bring a settling each day. 

Divine Directions: December 19, 1891 

 

Anything you contribute to God will be 

returned to you ten thousand fold. 

I very much hope that you will make 

every effort of contribution and dedication 

and receive ten thousand fold returns from 

God. Unless you offer your effort first, 

there wonôt be anything to be returned. 

Please do your best to perform the service 

and administer the Sazuke so that you can 

reap the harvest of salvation work. With 

this request, I would like to close my talk 

today. 

Thank you for your kind attention 

. 
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Hawaii Spiri tual 

Development Course 
Dates: June 20 (Sun) to July 16 (Fri) 2010 

Course information: Participants will gain know-

ledge about the Tenrikyo teachings as well as 

gain spiritual awareness by reading the scriptures 

(The Doctrine of Tenrikyo, The Life of Oyasama), 

engaging in hinokishin (gratitude towards God 

the Parent shown in daily actions), faith expe-

riences speeches, and practicing the Service. 

Course graduates have experienced both physical 

and spiritual healing; a renewal of ñselfò and 

gained a strong sense of meaning and purpose in 

life!  
 

Age requirement: 17 or older 

Participation fee: $200 
(includes: meals, dorm accommodations and textbooks) 

 
Please apply at the Mission HQ office by:  June 13 (Sun) 
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The annual Boys and Girls Associ-

ation Leadership camp and New Year 

Park Cleanup & BBQ Picnic was held 

on January 30
th
 and 31

st
 with the Park 

Cleanup and BBQ Picnic being held 

on January 31
st
. 

 Four girls, eight boys and five adult 

leaders participated in the leadership 

camp which provided valuable life 

experiences and lessons through which 

the participants can build their leader-

ship skills.  Their schedule was literal-

ly "packed" with activities from lea-

dership workshops, to hands on learn-

ing about taro pounding, to hinokishin 

at TCC, preparing goody bags (to pass out at the BBQ picnic) during their shower time, KP 

(kitchen patrol), and conducting the games during the BBQ Picnic.  There was hardly a minute 

wasted in their time spent at MHQ.  Participants first attended a workshop on teamwork & com-

munication conducted by the Young Menôs Association 

and another workshop on interpersonal skills instructed 

by the camp adult leaders. 

However, the highlight of the camp was the taro 

pounding demonstration held by Kumu (instructor) 

Daniel Anthony of Mana Ai a non-profit organization 

dedicated to the perpetuation of the Hawaiian culture of 

making poi by hand-pounding taro.  Leaders got ñhands 

onò experience by cleaning the taro, doing the actual 

ñpounding and mashingò using the hand held stone 

pounder, and consumed the poi dumplings for dinner in 

their stew and enjoyed deep fried poi for snack.  Kumu 

Anthony emphasized connecting with the taro, through 

 

 

BGA Leadership Camp and New Year Park Cleanup 
& BBQ Picnic Held 
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the six senses of seeing, hearing, smelling, touching, tasting and spirituality.  

The New Year Park Cleanup and BBQ Picnic draws big numbers (over 100 people) annually 

and rightfully so.  One parent said, "This is really a good activity for the kids!ò Rev. Owen Nakao 

agreed, ñWe're able to impart the value of community service to the kids from a young age; that 

they too can and need to take stewardship of the parks that they enjoy.  But for me personally, itôs 

not just ógood activityô.  Since it is a BGA activity sanctioned under the Mission HQ of Hawaii, it 

has the truth of Jiba and therefore it is the ultimate in conveying the joy of faith, not only to the 

next generation, but also to the community at large.ò  Rev. Nakao continued, ñThe truth was 

shown to us on this rainy day when there was a big downpour during the canopy setup and anoth-

er big downpour as people arrived and then took shelter under the canopy.  However, after a short 

prayer in which everyone thanked God for the rain as it provides the blessing of water, the rain 

suddenly stopped as we started to clean the park and not a drop fell after that!  It was such a dra-

matic and thankful blessing.  As followers of this faith, this is our work, our sincerity, our salva-

tion work in building the joyous life world which will ultimately bring peace and happiness to the 

world!  I hope more people can recognize the importance of attending and encouraging people 

to attend this type of church activity as a way of conveying faith to other people.  We 

don't need to preach to people, we just show them!ò 
  

  

 

In commemoration of the actual day of the Womenôs Association 100
th
 Anniversary, thir-

ty-nine members of the Hawaii chapter performed the Twelve Songs of the Mikagura-uta 

in the Mission Headquarters Social Hall on January 28, 2010.  In the spirit of the event 

members who were not able to participate, were asked to engage in an alternate activity 

such as doing hinokishin, spreading the teachings or administering the sazuke. 

Womenõs Association Conduct 

Commemorative Event 

ISLAND LIFE 
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Organized by Sankai (The Three Associations: Womenôs Association, Young Menôs 

Association and the Boys and Girls Association) the annual All Tenri Cultural Center 

Cleanup Hinokishin was held on Presidents Day, February 15, with about 90 volunteers.  

The Womenôs Association members did weeding in the Japanese garden and prepared the 

lunch for everyone; the Young Menôs Association weed whacked and raked the grounds, 

the Boys and Girls Association cleaned the front screen and glass doors and outside bath-

rooms; Saturday (Japanese) 

School students and parents 

cleaned the indoor amphitheater 

area in the library and the Ha-

waii Tenri Judo members and 

parents cleaned the fans, lights, 

window screens, judo mats and 

bathrooms in the dojo (judo 

training hall).  The hungry 

workers enjoyed a delicious cur-

ry lunch and fellowship after the 

hinokishin.  Much mahalo 

(thanks) to all who came! 

 

All TCC Cleanup Hinokishin Conducted by 

Five Affiliated Organizations 

ISLAND LIFE 

 


