
BGA OyAsAmA BirthdAy CeleBrAtiOn ACtivity

Perhaps people will say: What are you doing?
But the laughter of people will be God’s delight.
      Ofudesaki I:72
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Message from the Head of the Overseas Department
April 26, Tenrikyo 171

I would like to commend each of you for your daily dedication in each of your 
concurrent positions.  

 Blessed with lovely spring weather on this Saturday, many followers of the Path 
returned to Jiba from their respective countries and regions, performing the April 
Monthly Service spiritedly, in unity with the Shinbashira as the core.

 In his service prayer the Shinbashira expressed his heart felt appreciation for the 
blessings of a successful conclusion of the Successors of the Path Seminar, in which 
the 30th session was completed safely, without mishap, gathering a total of over 
23,000 young followers who returned to the Home of the Parent to deepen their faith.  
The Shinbashira hastened the members of the path to take full responsibility of the 
construction of this world, with a seriousness to progress single-heartedly with God.  

 Following the Service, the sermon was given by Honbu-in, Rev. Toyoo Tsuji.  
 Quoting from the Life of Oyasama, Rev. Tsuji referred to stories of his predecessor, 

Chusaku Tsuji and spoke about the relational truths of the morning and evening services, 
and of developing the faith to fully lean on God the Parent, through the service.  Rev. 
Tsuji shared his personal experience with illness just before his inauguration as Bishop 
of the Mission Headquarters of America and spoke of the truths of a Thing Lent, a 
Thing Borrowed.  

 Over 1200 followers returned to Jiba from overseas this April requiring the Service 
Prayer and Sermon to be translated into English, Chinese, Korean, Portuguese, French, 
Spanish, and Thai, totaling 7 languages.  

 Currently, the Spiritual Development Course is in session with 23 students in the 
English Class and 38 students in the Chinese Class, and in addition, 16 students are 
expected to attend the Thai Class beginning in May.  Beginning tomorrow, the Minister 
Qualification Course will commence with 12 students in the Korean Class, 13 students 
in the Chinese Class, and 13 students in the Portuguese Class.  In this season, many 
followers from overseas countries have returned to the Home of the Parent to seek the 
Path and to develop spiritually, giving the Overseas Department staff the opportunity to 
provide assistance through various means.  

 We anticipate the All Tenrikyo Hinokishin Day to be held on April 29th here in Jiba 
and I’m sure that all of you will strive in your Hinokishin efforts on the scheduled date, 
time and location determined in your respective diocese.  Let each of us express our 
gratitude for our borrowed bodies, by making earnest efforts  sprinkling the fragrance 
of the path to the people of the world.  

As of today, Honbu-juin Rev. Yoshihiko Shirokihara (Head Minister of Honshiba 
Grand Service) has been assigned to the Overseas Department.  With this I conclude my 
greetings and announcements.
        Yoichiro Miyamori
        Overseas Department Head
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April Monthly Service Prayer
Before You, God the Parent, Tenri-O-no-Mikoto, who resides in this shrine, 
I, (Michihito Hamada, bishop of the Mission Headquarters of Hawaii) pray 

with reverence.
God the Parent, out of Your deep parental love for all Your children, You 

revealed Yourself to the world with Oyasama as Your living shrine. As 
You taught us the truth of all things, You revealed to us wonderful free 

and unlimited workings as You advance to allow us the blessing of world 
salvation. For this we are deeply grateful, and these boundless blessings 
are truly more than we can expect. As we focus our effort in repayment 
for the blessings we receive, we are striving diligently toward single-

hearted salvation. This month on the 18th marks the auspicious day when 
Oyasama was born into this world 210 years ago. With joy and celebration 

in our hearts the April monthly service will be performed at this mission 
headquarters. The service performers will unite their hearts to perform the 

seated service and Teodori joyously in high spirits. We brothers and sisters of 
this Path have looked forward to this day and today, we are gathered here in 
prayer before You to sing the Mikagura-uta. As You watch us, we hope that 

You can be spirited as well.
On the 8th, in celebration of the birthday of the ever-living Oyasama, 

the Woman’s Association united their hearts and conducted the Woman’s 
Instruments Offertory Performance. Also, at the beginning of next month, 

the All Tenrikyo Hinokishin Day will be held at various locations in Hawaii. 
We would like to participate in this event with the intention to express our 

gratitude for blessing us daily with healthy bodies.
When we consider the spirited attitude demonstrated by Oyasama despite the 
50 long years of hardship endured, we cannot help but desire to strive head-

on in our quest toward the Divine Model as instruments of Oyasama, in hopes 
to align our effort with the boundless blessings we receive.

May You, God the Parent, accept our sincerity and as the people of the world 
striving to attain harmony by helping one another, we ask that You guide us 

toward reconstructing the world into a world of unlimited joy.  Together with 
everyone present, I pray for these blessings.

.

.ORIGINS, May.2008



4

Mission HQ April Monthly Service Sermon

Reverend Colin Saito
(Tenrikyo Honolulu Church)

The Truth of Origin

Good afternoon.  Thank you for sincerely 
joining your hearts in prayer, for the sake of 
having peace and joy prevail in the world, yet 
a day sooner. Today, I would like to share some 
thoughts with you on “The Truth of Origin,” 
found in Chapter Three of the Doctrine of 
Tenrikyo.   

The Holy Scriptures of Tenrikyo consists 
of the Ofudesaki, the Mikagura-uta, and the 
Osashizu. The Ofudesaki, the “Tip of the 
Writing Brush” and the Mikagura-uta, the 
“Songs for the Service,” were both written by 
the hand of Oyasama when She was the Shrine 
of Tsukihi. The Osashizu is a collection of over 
20,000 pieces of records that were written 
down by scribes of the words of Oyasama and 
the words of God spoken through the mouth 
of the mediator, the Honseki, Izo Iburi, after 

Oyasama hid Her Physical Being. 
The Truth of Origin, as it is written in 

the Doctrine, was put together by Church 
Headquarters based on a number of versions 
that were written down by disciples who 
had heard the story directly from Oyasama, 
and also related Ofudesaki verses. Although 
Oyasama never personally wrote it down, She 
conveyed it orally, and therefore the Truth 
of Origin, the story of the Creation of this 
universe, this world and us human beings, is 
also considered as part of God’s teachings. 
Whenever Oyasama conveyed the Truth of 
Origin, people were not allowed to write in 
front of Her and so they recorded from memory 
what they had heard afterwards. After a while, 
the disciples recognized that some of the 
written accounts differed and so they decided 
to ask for Her approval of the correct version. 
But Oyasama never approved of any particular 
one, nor did She give any definite answer as to 
which version was more accurate. 

As Oyasama conveyed the Truth of Origin 
orally, She allowed only one person to write 
in front of Her, and that person was Ihachiro 
Yamada. After marriage in 1881, Ihachiro 
became a devout follower. When doing 
salvation work he often walked 14 kilometers 
(28 km round trip) to meet Oyasama and ask 
Her for spiritual guidance. Each time he would 
diligently write down whatever She taught. 
Until April 9, 1884, he had received words 
from Oyasama but after this day, no matter 
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April Monthly Service Sermon
how many times he went to visit, Oyasama 
just said, “God is not saying anything” and 
would never give any advice to Ihachiro. 

This went on for about a year and Ihachiro 
pondered deeply on his actions. Reflecting 
back, he realized that as Oyasama taught the 
teachings, She often talked about the Truth of 
Origin so repeatedly that he began to think, 
“Oh, here comes that same story again,” and 
started to think lightly of it. With this attitude 
he began to write down Oyasama’s words with 
less zeal and diligence. He wrote only what 
he thought was important, disregarding other 
things Oyasama taught. Realizing his mistaken 
mind, he repented and made a firm resolution 
in his heart to write down every single word 
that came from Oyasama’s mouth. Settling this 
promise firmly in his heart, Ihachiro Yamada 
returned to the Jiba on March 28, 1885, about 
a year since Oyasama stopped talking, and 
once again, began to receive the precious 
words of Oyasama. Ihachiro Yamada received 
a very strict lesson regarding the seriousness 
and importance of the Truth of Origin and the 
teachings of God the Parent.  

It is said that the reason why Oyasama never 
personally wrote down the Truth of Origin, 
was that if too much detail of our Creation was 
revealed, we human beings might put more 
emphasis on how we were created, rather than 
focusing on the “purpose of our creation.” 
Although the Truth of Origin gives us a general 
idea of our creation process, its main purpose 
lies in helping us understand the workings of 
the Ten Aspects of the Complete Providence 
of God and be able to comprehend the 
importance of the Kanrodai Service, which 
is a reenactment in principle of the workings 
of God of Origin in the Creation of human 

beings and this world. And it is through this 
very Service, that we will be able to purify our 
minds and rebuild this world into that of the 
Joyous Life world.

The Ofudesaki was written basically from 
the Parental heart of God to urge the followers 
to do the Service. In Part V, verses 85 and 86 
we find this message to “dig up the root of this 
world’s origin.” 

“I shall let you dig up the root of this 
world’s origin. If you have the strength, do 
your best to dig it up.”

“If only you have dug up this root 
completely, no one will be your match, whoever 
one may be.”    Ofudesaki V: 85, 86

God has given us permission to thoroughly 
investigate and find out the meaning of the 
Truth of Origin. God is saying, “I shall let 
you dig up the root” and by doing so, you will 
become empowered by the truth found therein 
and there will be no one in the world that will 
know a better truth.

Upon reading the Truth of Origin, I was 
confused at first because there was so much 
information packed into its paragraphs, making 
it also a difficult thing to teach. Therefore, in 
order to make it clearer, I created a diagram 
form and discovered that it could be divided 
into four basic sections, and like a picture, 
various points stood out more clearly making 
it easier to grasp the hidden concepts and 
meanings. I would like to briefly share that 
with you today.

Another thing we must keep in mind when 
reading the Truth of Origin and attempting to 
comprehend the meanings contained therein, 
is that, it must be viewed from an allegorical 
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April Monthly Service Sermon

point of view. An allegory is “a symbolic 
expression of a deeper meaning through a 
story or scene acted out by human, animal, 
or mythical characters.” For example, the 
concept that God “consumed the loaches to 
test the flavor of their minds and determine 
their nature” was used to help us understand 
from our human logical mind. When someone 
tries to explain the taste of a certain fruit that 
we have never eaten before, it is very difficult 
to truly know its taste, but when we actually 
eat the fruit, we are then able to finally know 
what it really tastes like. God did not actually 
eat the loaches but this is an example of an 
allegory: “to truly know the flavor, one 
must eat it to know the taste.” Therefore, 
by focusing on the allegorical meaning, we 
can understand that God wanted us to know 
that every aspect was thoroughly checked out 
by God before being used in the creation of 
human beings. 

The role of the loach also has a symbolic 
meaning. Loaches can live in very muddy 
water but no matter how dirty the water 
may be, when removed, the loach comes out 
clean. Some species of loach are even known 
to be able to live in extremely dirty water 
by gulping oxygen from the air. The loach 
represents the original purity of the human 
soul that was created by God, one that is full 
of strength, courage and stamina that can live 
in any condition. 

In the first section (blocks 1-3), it begins 
with the scenario that the world is a muddy 
ocean, which God finds chaotic and unbearably 
tasteless. Again, the ‘muddy ocean’ may not 
necessarily be as you are imagining it to be 
right now, for it is representative of the state of 
the still undeveloped universe and the world 

that was somewhat like a muddy soup.  God 
then comes up with the “IDEA” to create 
human beings. Thus it can be said that we 
originated from a thought in the mind of God 
and we would later be given that same power 
of thought.

Next, (blocks 3-A&B) God clarified the 
“PURPOSE” of our creation, which is “To 
see the Joyous Life of us human beings and 
thus share in that joy.” This may seem far 
too simple to be true, but when you think of 
the present situation of the world, though it 
may seem difficult to attain, to be able to live 
joyously may very well be the goal that the 
whole world is longing for deep down in their 
hearts. Even before the creation of us human 
beings, God made it clear that the purpose 
was to not only see us live joyous lives, but 
that God wanted to share in that joy with us 
too. The key word is “share.” The goal of the 
Joyous Life was intended for the sharing and 
enjoyment of both human beings and God the 
Parent. There is no greater joy for a parent 
than to see the children living lives filled with 
joyousness! 

With the “idea” and the “purpose” stated, 
God then set out to search the muddy ocean 
very carefully (misumasu) and found a fish 
and a serpent amid many loaches. Planning to 
make them into models of husband and wife, 
God summoned them, discerned their single-
heartedness and obtained their consent to 
be part of God’s plan. Upon receiving their 
consent, God the Parent made a promise to 
bring them back after the same number of years 
as their offspring had elapsed to be adored by 
their children. This is known as the Promised 
Time and is connected to the beginning of 
Tenrikyo on October 26, 1838. Then God used 
the fish as the model of man and gave it the 
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April Monthly Service Sermon
sacred name of Izanagi-no-Mikoto and used 
the serpent as the model of woman and gave it 
the sacred name of Izanami-no-Mikoto.   

Back in 1995, when I was teaching the 
English Shuyoka at the Jiba, I was able to 
realize an important point when one of my 
students asked this question:  “What is single-
heartedness?” I tried to answer in the best way 
I knew, “It’s like being faithful to each other. 
Being sincere and keeping focused to a single 
cause. Having unfaltering sincerity…but then 
I realized I wasn’t making much sense and 
I was not sure how it was connected to the 
Truth of Origin. Much less, I had no way of 
comprehending what in the world was ‘single-
heartedness’ in a fish and a serpent? 

My way of teaching is to allow questions 
to be asked and if I could answer, great, if 
not then I would seek the answer and learn 
together with my students. So I went to ask the 
other Japanese teachers but their explanations 
were not making much sense. Then a fellow 
instructor from my dormitory came up to me 
and said, “You want to know what is single-
heartedness?” And thus, he began to explain:

He said, “Single-heartedness is like a 
male doing what a male should do, not fool 
around with other females, and go straight 
to God when God called. Likewise, a female 
doing what a female should do, not fool 
around with other males, and go straight 
to God when God called.” I thought, “What 
in the world does affairs have to do with 
the Truth of Origin?” I became even more 
confused! Rev. Shibata simply smiled at my 
lost expression and began to explain one of 
the core concepts found within the Truth of 
Origin. For me, it was a profound experience 
to see the light, especially when it was always 
there before my very eyes!

After coming up with the “idea” and 
clarifying the “purpose” God began to search 
very carefully and thoroughly throughout the 
muddy ocean and found “a fish and a serpent.” 
Logic tells us that there were probably many 
fish and many serpents but, among the many 
fish, there was one whose soul stood out with a 
‘kind of glow.’ This fish took care of his wife-
fish and children-fish, never fooled around 
with other female fish and swam straight to 
God when God called. Likewise, among the 
many serpents, there was one whose soul 
stood out with a ‘kind of glow.’ This serpent 
took care of her husband-serpent and children-
serpent, never fooled around with other male 
serpents and swam straight to God when God 
called. 

I agree that much imagination is required 
here but we must try to understand the 
principle behind this explanation. It is difficult 
to imagine a fish and a serpent as a couple; 
a male fish and a female fish for example, 
may be easier to accept. But God was not yet 
concerned with the physical creation of the 
body! Keep in mind that God was embarking 
on a divine mission to create human beings 
and was searching for something ‘special’ to 
use as materials in that creation. This brings 
us to another very important point. The 
reason for God’s use of the ‘odd couple,’ the 
fish and the serpent, is that God is putting 
emphasis on the importance of our mind 
and soul over the physical body. Before God 
even began to gather the instruments for the 
creation of our bodies, God proceeded to first, 
search thoroughly for the very “essence” 
of the human couple, the quality of single-
heartedness.  

Due to time limitation and the fact that it is 
part of next month’s lecture, I will not explain 
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the directions from which they were called 
and the animals that represent these functions 
of the Complete Providence. Therefore with 
this in mind, I would like to continue on with 
the diagram, and briefly explain the next 
two blocks, which represent instruments or 
functions that were to be put into the models of 
man and woman. God summoned an orc from 
the northwest and a turtle from the southeast, 
obtained their consent, received them and 
after consuming them to test the flavor of their 
minds, determined their natures. Then God 
decided to use the orc as the instrument for 
the providence of the male organ, of bones 
and support; and the turtle as the instrument 
for the providence of the female organ, of skin 
and joining, and put them into the models of 
man and woman as Tsukiyomi-no-Mikoto and 
Kunisazuchi-no-Mikoto, respectively. 

The next four were internal functions of 
the body. God summoned an eel from the 
east, a flatfish from the southwest, a black 
snake from the west, and a globe-fish from 
the northeast, one after another. Again, God 
first gained their consent, received them, and 
consumed them to test the nature of each.  

Kumoyomi-no-Mikoto, the providence 
of eating, drinking and elimination, was the 
blessing of receiving nutrients to nourish 
our physical body. Kashikone-no-Mikoto, 
the providence of breathing and speaking, is 
the blessing connected to our pulmonary and 
vascular system (respiration and circulation) in 
our body. Otonobe-no-Mikoto, the providence 
of pulling the child out from its mother at 
birth and pulling forth in general, and is also 
basically the strength behind our muscles and 
tendons that are involved with the physical 
movement of our body. Finally Taishokuten-

no-Mikoto, the providence of cutting off the 
ties of the child to its mother at birth, and 
also the cutting off the breath of life at death 
and cutting in general. This is the blessing 
of receiving oxygen and nutrients into our 
bodies and the blessing of being able to expel 
the wastes from our bodies, both absolutely 
necessary functions that enable us to live in 
comfort. 

In the case of each of the eight models and 
instruments, it was clearly stated that God first 
asked for their consent, received them, and 
consumed them to test the flavor of their minds 
and determine their nature. God first asked for 
permission, before using them and none was 
forced to comply. There was definitely a sort 
of conversation atmosphere because of such 
words as: “asked for their consent, obtained 
their consent, and received their consent.” 
But again, this is simply representational. 
On a spiritual level, God’s asking for consent 
was totally in alignment with God’s intention 
of creating human beings with freedom of 
thought. 

The second section depicts the creation of 
human beings. With the models for husband 
and wife completed, God consumed all the 
loaches in the muddy ocean and made them 
the seeds for human beings. Then God as 
Tsuki-sama, the Moon, representing moisture, 
entered the body of Izanagi-no-Mikoto and, 
as Hi-sama, the Sun, representing warmth, 
entered the body of Izanami-no-Mikoto 
and taught them the divine providence of 
creating human beings. At this point, all Ten 
Aspects of the Complete Providence has come 
together. Then nine hundred million, ninety-
nine thousand, nine hundred and ninety-nine 
(900,099,999) seeds were put into the body 
of Izanami-no-Mikoto in three days and three 
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nights. Izanami-no-Mikoto remained there for 
three years and three months and gave birth in 
seventy-five days to as many children as there 
were seeds.

Earlier, I mentioned that after God 
summoned the fish and the serpent, discerned 
their single-heartedness and obtained their 
consent, God then made a promise to bring 
them back after the same number of years as 
their offspring had elapsed. This number of 
nine hundred million, ninety-nine thousand, 
nine hundred and ninety-nine (900,099,999) 
may not necessarily coincide with the actual 
number of years but rather it is representational 
of a long period of time. Oyasama also taught 
in Anecdote #173, “All Days Are Lucky 
Days,” that the meaning of the number 9 is 
“suffering disappears” and the meaning of 
the number 10 is “sufficiency.” Therefore, a 
symbolic meaning could be that, when human 
beings attain a purity of mind that is filled 
with joy and mutual help “sufferings will 
disappear” and a level of “sufficiency” will be 
accomplished, which will bring on the world 
of the Joyous Life.  

The third section depicts the first three 
conceptions and births of human beings. The 
first children were born a half an inch tall and 
in 99 years gradually grew to three inches in 
height. Then they all passed away for rebirth 
and their father, Izanagi-no-Mikoto, withdrew 
from physical life. Izanami-no-Mikoto once 
again conceived the original number of children 
a second time by the divine providence taught 
her, and after ten months gave birth to them. 
The children were born a half an inch tall and 
in 99 years grew to three and a half inches 
in height and then they all passed away for 
rebirth. 

Then by the divine providence, the children 

were conceived for a third time. They were 
again born a half an inch tall and in 99 years 
reached a height of four inches. At that time, 
their mother, Izanami-no-Mikoto said, “Now 
that they have grown so tall, in time they will 
reach the height of human beings five feet tall,” 
and with a smile, withdrew from physical life. 
Then all her children, too, passed away for 
rebirth, deeply yearning for their mother.

In this depiction of the first three lifetimes 
of us human beings, there are many things to 
be learned. First of all, in each of the three 
lifetimes the children grew taller by half an 
inch, which emphasizes that human beings 
gradually made physical progress. We are 
also taught the teaching of passing away for 
rebirth and being born again to continue in 
our quest to further our physical and spiritual 
growth. God also taught the divine providence 
of procreation which was then passed on to 
all human beings. In the third lifetime, the 
comment made by Mother Izanami-no-Mikoto, 
with a ‘smile’ on her face, was a positive 
prediction that human beings would surely 
progress forward in God’s divine plan. The 
happy smile on her face presents such a warm 
and happy feeling, which I feel is directly 
connected to the Parental Heart of God and the 
purpose of wanting to create human beings to 
live joyous lives and share in that wonderful 
bliss together. 

This fourth section, encompassing eons and 
eons of time, depicts the bulk of the remainder 
of the development process of human beings 
and the world. After the first three births, 
human beings were reborn 8,008 times and 
again, this number is simply representational 
of the large number of times we have been 
reborn. The “8” could also mean “expanding 
in all directions” as explained in Anecdotes of 
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Oyasama #173. Going through all stages of 
growth and rebirth, we lived as worms, birds, 
beasts and the like, spreading throughout the 
world until finally, all passed away except for 
a she-monkey.

During the next period (blocks 4-7), the 
she-monkey began to conceive 10 human 
beings at a time, 5 male and 5 female. 
Again, they were born a half an inch tall and 
gradually grew to 8 inches. The bottom of 
the muddy ocean began to develop highs and 
lows by the providence of God the Parent. The 
earth was still developing as volcanic activity, 
earthquakes, and shifting continental plates 
continued to change the face of the earth.  

During the next period (blocks 8-9), as 
human beings continued to be reborn and 
gradually grow to the height of 1 foot and 8 
inches, this world and universe transformed 
closer to what we are now familiar with. The 
land and sea, heaven and earth, and sun and 
moon, all became distinguishable.

In the next period (block 10), as human 
beings developed and grew to the height of 
three feet, they began to be born as twins, one 
male and one female.

During the next period (blocks 11-12), as 
human beings developed from 3 feet in height 
and on, they were born one at a time and they 
began to speak. 

When human beings reached the height 
of 5 feet (blocks 13-15), the land and sea, 
heaven and earth, and the whole universe was 
completed, and human beings began to dwell 
on land. 

Finally, God the Parent taught that human 
beings lived in water for 900, 090,000 years, 
trained for 6,000 years in wisdom, and were 
instructed for 3,999 years in letters. 

That is the end of the Truth of Origin as 
written in the Doctrine of Tenrikyo. As you can 
see, the Truth of Origin in diagram form can be 
divided into four basic sections, and this visual 
depiction makes it easier to understand. 

There is one more thing about “single-
heartedness” that I want to point out so let us 
return back to section one. What I am about 
to share is simply my own interpretation. 
Even before attempting to create the models 
of man and woman, God proceeded to first, 
search thoroughly for the very “essence” 
of the human couple, the quality of single-
heartedness. Therefore, I feel that this very 
quality of the human soul, this “single-
heartedness” that God took great pains to find, 
must be something of paramount importance 
that we must not overlook in this picture of the 
Truth of Origin. The intention of God from the 
beginning, was that this quality of the essence 
of the human soul, exist between Izanagi-
no-Mikoto and Izanami-no-Mikoto, the first 
human couple. 

Next, imagine yourself with over 900 
million children. I think it might be a bit too 
difficult a task to take care of them all, don’t 
you think? Then along the way of human 
development, the she-monkey began to 
conceive 10 human beings at a time, 5 male 
and 5 female. Ten children? Five for you 
and five for me (smile). How about the term 
“ten-heartedness” in this case as compared 
to single-heartedness? To be ten-hearted one 
must theoretically divide your heart into ten to 
take care of ten children. Then further down 
the road of human development, we began to 
be born as twins, one male and one female. 
Hey, one for you and one for me. I’ll take the 
one that looks like me…(smile). At this point, 
the father and mother both have one child each. 
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They learn to express single-heartedness to the 
child they are holding as well as to each other. 
Then during the latter stages of development, 
human beings were born one at a time. At this 
point, the parents have to share the one child, 
both focusing on the one point! At the same 
time, they are still focusing on each other and 
expressing single-heartedness. Thus, going 
from focusing on 900 million, then ten, then 
two, and then focusing on one child, in this 
way, I feel that through the process of reverse 
psychology, God is helping us to remember 
the quality of  “single-heartedness” between 
two human beings. I say, “remember” because 
that quality existed upon our Creation. All 
human beings were created with pure hearts. 
We all have this quality within us…all we 
have to do is to bring it out again! Ultimately, 
the goal for us human beings is to express 
“single-heartedness” to God the Parent and 
become united in mind with our Creator!     

   Before I close, may I see a show of hands 
to this question:  How many of you think that 
the Seated Service Part II (Choto hanashi) is 
related to the Truth of Origin? 

Basically, the Seated Service Part II is the 
Truth of Origin in a ‘nutshell.’ (The following 
is an unofficial translation) 

- Beginning with the words “Just a word 
to you, what God is saying listen please.” 
This is representative of God talking to 
us human beings. God wants to convey 
something very, very important to us, 
which is the purpose and goal of our 
creation.
- Then the words “any wrong thing to 
you I will never say,” God is assuring us 
that we will never be misled and caused 
to suffer. 
- Then to the words “with this world’s” first 

we do a motion just like in the beginning 
part but this time using two hands. With 
this type of gesture, there seems to be 
some sort of communication going on 
between two parties. One interpretation 
may be that we are reborn into this world 
and make spiritual progress as we interact 
with other people. 
- Then, to the words “earth and heaven 
as the model husband and wife were 
created,” we use two index fingers to 
depict earth and the heavens above, and 
then with our two palms facing each 
other as if molding or creating something, 
we cross our hands over our chest to 
symbolize the creation of husband and 
wife.
- Finally, to the words “this is the 
beginning of the world,” our hands 
move outward to symbolize the creation 
process in the universe.
- Therefore, I feel that the Truth of Origin 
is being depicted in these words and hand 
gestures, telling us that human beings 
and this world were created using the 
universe as the model. 

In the Seated Service Part II, we find the 
words “Representing heaven and earth, I 
have created husband and wife. This is the 
beginning of the world.” In the following 
Ofudesaki verses we are taught: 

“This universe is the body of God.  Ponder 
this in all matters step by step.”   
                         Ofudesaki III: 40,135

“If only I have taught you the origin clearly, 
you will understand everything I say.”  
                      Ofudesaki X: 53

April Monthly Service Sermon
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“The earth and heaven of this world is 
your real Parent.  Out of this, human beings 
were born.”        

                                        Ofudesaki X: 54    
The first verse teaches that this whole 

universe is the body of God the Parent, 
including every single atom found therein. 
The second says that God wants to teach us 
of our origin so we will understand clearly 
that human beings were created with a 
specific purpose and goal in mind. And finally, 
based on the principle of earth and heaven as 
complementing opposites, husband and wife 
were created. Thus, whenever I do the Seated 
Service Part II, I always remember the Truth 
of Origin and as I sing the words and do the 
motions, I try to feel the truth in the words 
taught by Oyasama.

In conclusion, please remember that 
Oyasama put ultimate effort to teach us the 
Truth of Origin so that we may understand the 
workings of the Ten Aspects of the Complete 
Providence of God the Parent in the Creation of 
this universe, this world, and us human beings. 
The Truth of Origin gives deep meaning to the 
importance of the Kanrodai Service, which 
is a reenactment in principle of the workings 
of God of Origin in the Creation of human 
beings and this world. For it is through this 
very Service, that we will be able to purify our 

minds and rebuild this world into that of the 
divine goal of the Joyous Life world. 

The Truth of Origin is not simply a creation 
account, but it may represent an ongoing 
narrative of the state of our minds. The 
following Osashizu teaches:

“You must listen carefully. The world of 
man is still a muddy ocean. You must make 
them understand the truth. The sick must not 
be left to suffer.”  

                      Osashizu, October 17, 1893

By all means, we must help others 
understand the truth and bring order to the 
chaos of our muddy minds in order to realize 
the building of the World of the Joyous Life.

Remember the stern lesson Ihachiro 
Yamada received when he took the words of 
Oyasama lightly. Please continue to ponder 
and dig up the root of this world’s origin. I 
guarantee that you will be amazed by the deep 
meanings to be found in these sincere words 
conveyed by Oyasama and you will be filled 
with awe and respect for the teachings as 
you continue to study it. As a follower of the 
Tenrikyo faith, we should learn by heart, this 
precious teaching of the Truth of Origin and 
the Ten Aspects of the Complete Providence.

I apologize for such a long sermon. Thank 
you for your kind attention.

April Monthly Service Sermon
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May Monthly Service
May 18, 2008 (Sunday, 9:00 a.m.)

Sermon “Tenri-O-no-Mikoto” 
in Japanese by Reverend Yoshinobu Nakao

English Translation by Reverend Setsuo Kakitani

2008 Spiritual Development Course (Shuyokai)
at Mission HQ (Dendocho) 

June 15 - July 12, 2008

Please contact Mission HQ (Dendocho) for further information

This course is conducted in both English and Japanese, and is open 
to anyone 17 years of age and older.

Children’s Pilgrimage to Jiba 2008

bga hawaii grouP

We encourage you to invite your family and 
friends on this yearly event. 

July 17 (Wed) - July 30 (Mon)

*The airfare is estimated at up to $1000 per person. Airfare 
assistance will be provided for Hinokishin Corps participants. 
Further details will be in coming issues of Origins or please 
inquire at Mission HQ office.
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Encounters with Salvation
By Marjorie Kawada

Honolulu/Honjima

It was the year 1956 – Oyasama’s 
(Beloved Parent) 70th Anniversary. I 
remember the theme song composed and 
arranged by the former Shinbashira:
  
  “TOBIRA HIRAITE, NANAJUU NEN           
    NENSAI KAZOETE, KOKONO TABI  
    SHUN NI MAKA NE BA ME WA HAENU
    KOKORO IREKAETE, 
    TSUTOME MASHO” – (Verse 1)

I was living in Honolulu.  My eldest sister 
Haruko Yokoyama, called me and asked if I 
wanted to visit Japan – all expenses paid.  
My sister heard about Tenrikyo religion 
through Mrs. Ishida of Kakaako Church in 
Kaumana, Hilo, Hawaii.  When Mrs. Ishida 
told my sister, that Tenrikyo believes in the 
sun and the moon, she discarded her belief 
in Odaishisama (Buddhist sect), and started 
to omairi (worship) at Kakaako Church.

In January 1956, Ms. Hanaoka 
(presently Mrs. Matsue Okino) Mrs. 
Takahashi (Rev. Colin Saito’s grandmother), 
Mrs. Aburamen, Matsuura, two sisters and 
myself, we got on SS Wilson and set sail 
for Japan (Yokohama).  We were on the 
boat for eight days!  I had sea sickness until 
we reached Yokohama.  The next day, we 
were guests of Sumitomo Bank.  They took 
us to see the Takarazuka Show (All Female 

Review) in Tokyo.  They also took us to 
Mikimoto to see the pearl divers.

After these sightseeing, we got on the 
bus and headed for Jiba.  Reaching Jiba, we 
prayed at the main sanctuary and Oyasama’s 
sanctuary.  After our picture was taken, again 
we rode the bus, to go to Honjima Tsumesho 
(followers’ dormitory), which was located 
on Hondori (Main Street shopping arcade) 
at that time.  At the tsumesho, they assigned 
us into one huge room, where we all slept.

The next day we went to honbu (church 
headquarters) to register to enroll in Shuyoka 
Class (Three-month Spiritual Development 
Course).  Before registration, Mrs. Sakujiro 
Ueno (former Honolulu Church head 
minister’s wife), asked Mrs. Ishida to 
have me enroll through Honolulu Kyokai 
(Church).  Mrs. Ishida agreed.  Next day 
we started school.  I didn’t know how to do 
otsutome (the service), so I rushed into the 
sanctuary and sat next to the Japan nationals 
and copied their motions.  Fortunately, I 
learned in no time.

At school, they told us, today is Besseki 
Hakobi (Lecture), today this Hinokishin 
(voluntary labor of gratitude) and so forth.  
All these words we didn’t understand, so we 
followed the koteki (drum and fife) band for 
four days, instead of attending school.

A report from honbu came to the 
tsumesho. So the following day Rev. 
Kaneko (brother of Rev. Nakanishi) took 
us to school and explained the things we 

14
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suppose to do and also he pointed out the 
building we were suppose to stay and study 
our lessons.  He escorted us for four days.  
The school was so cold – 38°. The teacher 
told us “I know you get up early (3:30 a.m.) 
to clean the dormitory and toilets so you 
want to sleep, go ahead – ohanashi (my 
talk) will enter into your bodies through the 
pores.

The first Hinokishin we were assigned 
was to clean the toilets, under the main 
sanctuary.  It was cold, our hands got numb, 
and so we dropped the cleaning rags on 
our way to clean the toilets. Also, it was so 
smelly, that another lady and myself, we 
pinched our noses and stood by the window 
without cleaning.  Then while going back to 
the dormitory, my sister explained to us that 
flies like dirty places, so if you gladly clean 
the toilets, bad destiny will be wiped out.

I told my sister from tomorrow I’ll 
clean the toilets, you just stand and watch 
me.  Next day, when we went to clean the 
toilets it was so unbelievable, the smelly 
toilets, trace of smell was gone!

Oyasama says: “To resolve your mind is 
primary.”  I guess Oyagami-sama (God the 
Parent), Oyasama accepted our mind.  Gave 
me a wonderful blessing – Thank you!

At school, we were taught this 
Mikagura-uta (Sacred Songs for the Service) 
song and dance, which was very difficult for 
me to coordinate my hands and feet to the 
Mikagura song and dance.  We also learned 
the song and dance at the dormitory.  We 
had wonderful teachers Rev. Sasanuma and 
Rev. Nagayama.

One day at school the teacher asked me 
how old I was – I told him I was 38 years. 
He shook his hand and said, “Oyasama was 
70 years, when she stood up and danced.”

I decided if I learned the Mikagura 
words, my hands and feet will automatically 
follow the words.  So after everyone went to 
sleep, I got the flashlight and tried to learn 
the words.  Being lighted with the flashlight, 
my sister got up and scolded!  After several 
weeks I learned the words.

One day, teacher called our names to 
give what reason we had to join Tenrikyo.  
All of a sudden, my sister name was called. 
She was so startled; she crawled all the way 
to the front, where the teacher was sitting. 
I did not hear what she said, because I was 
laughing to see her crawling. She crawled 
back to her seat.

Next I was called. I stood by my seat, 
and told that, I just followed my sister. He 
said that we are very fortunate because most 
people who join Tenrikyo are either sick or 
they have disaster.

The final day of school (1½ months) 
we were asked to dance Song Seven (7th 
verse, 12th line). We attended school for a 
short time because it was Oyasama’s 70th 
Anniversary and Hinokishin was so busy.

Everyday, I thank God the Parent, 
Oyasama, my sister, and Mitama sama 
(Ancestors), for their blessing for letting me 
join this fabulous and wonderful Tenrikyo 
religion.

15
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The main part of the entire tour was to 
meet the Tenri Junior High School Band 
Students, practice with them, and perform. 
This was achieved because of the great ef-
forts and hinokishin put forth by the Ju-
nior High School, Kaigaibu, and the staff 
and members of Takayasu Dormitory. The 
concert went well, and one piece that was 
performed, was written especially for this 
occasion by Hawai`i-based music com-
poser, D. Kenji Akemoto (the pen name 
of Daniel Akemoto), titled, “Voyager’s 
March to Heaven.”

It seems that this trip was success-
ful, and many of the students and chaper-
ones loved Tenri, and its people, express-

16

ISLAND LIFE
HAWAII BANDS VISIT TENRI CITY

From March 16 to the 23rd, eighty-
three middle school music students (grade 
7 and 8) under the direction of Susan Ochi-
Onishi, Kaimuki Middle School Band 
Director, and Daniel Akemoto, Kaimuki 
Middle School Orchestra and Beginning 
Band Director visited Tenri and performed 
with Tenri Junior High School at the Tenri 
University Auditorium.

Students experienced places such as 
The Golden Temple, Kiyomisu Temple, Ka-
suga Shrine, Todaiji Temple, and fun places 
such as Universal Studios Japan, Toei Movie 
Studio, and Osaka Aquarium. The students 
also toured the Main Sanctuary around the 
Jiba and saw two Tenrikyo videos.

Kaimuki Middle School students perform 

at the Tenri University Auditorium

Kaimuki Middle School Visits Tenri

Leilehua High School students perform

at the Tenri University Facility
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ing desires to return and perhaps even 
to receive an omamori. Perhaps the best 
nioigake seems to be to love the teachings 
of Tenrikyo so much that it shows in ev-
ery aspect of what we do. As an example, 
the kitchen staff of Takayasu Dormitory 
mainly cooked, or washed the dishes, but 
their gratitude through their hinokishin 
and their love and desire to help someone 
else was so strongly felt, that on the last 
night of dinner, there were many tears and 
photographs being taken—yet, there were 
almost no formal methods of communica-
tion or conversations (mainly because of 
language differences) between the stu-

dents and the staff until that last evening.  
This tour was meant to give lessons to the 
students, but it turned out to be a great les-
son to all who were involved.

Leilehua High School Visits Tenri
“Dream Concert 2008”

Walking into the men’s restroom at 
the 38th Moya, there stood Ikaika grab-
bing on a tissue crying and saying, “It’s 
so sad to leave Mr. (Steve) Nakao.  I don’t 
know why I can’t stop crying!  It’s so sad 
to leave Tenri, everyone is so nice and I 
don’t want to go back.”  Soon after, in 
front of the lobby there was all the (Ten-
rikyo) Overseas Department and 38 moya 
staff hugging and saying farewell to all 
the Leilehua High School band students.  
Everyone was crying!  All the students 
gave long hugs to all the staff members 
and saying good-bye, not wanting to leave 
was repeated many times over.  There was 
a sadness of leaving and an overwhelming 
joy of returning to Jiba was in everyone’s 

heart.  This was March 29, 2008, the day 
we were leaving Jiba to return back to Ha-
waii.  

After returning back to Hawaii, many 
people were asking me how was the trip?  
I just can’t emphasize enough the over-
whelming support we had from everyone 
in Jiba!   The support started from the mo-
ment we arrived in Japan (March 19) until 
we departed.  Everything from handling 
our baggage to preparing our daily meals 
(which was extraordinary), being there at 
the student exchange program, at our joint 
concert performance and staying up late at 
night to assure the next day would be just 
as wonderful as the days before! They did 
just a fantastic job!  

ORIGINS, May.2008



Talking about the performance at the 
concert… Our students couldn’t believe 
how great Tenri Kyoko and High School, 
Yagi Intermediate, and the elementary 
school band, performed. They were totally 
awestruck!  They couldn’t fathom how 
dedicated Japanese students were in want-
ing to develop their skill to become better 
musicians and how committed they were 
to the band program.  The whole idea to 
bringing them to Jiba was not to embar-
rass any of our students, but rather show 
them on what (level) they can be.  Lesson 
learned; by wanting to improve on one self, 
we must develop a passion to improve!

A little history of the “Dream Con-
cert”… Tenrikyo have been sponsoring 
this event for the past three years.  The ob-
jective is to provide an incentive and help 
make it easier for lower school students 
to transit into high school level band.  Ev-

ery year two or three schools are invited. 
This year was exceptional.  With word 
that Leilehua High School was to perform 
as well, four schools were invited.  By 
word of mouth, many people heard about 
us coming and they all wanted to attend 
this concert!  Did we meet their expecta-
tion?  In regards to skill, NO!  Yet many 
students were encouraged to continue mu-
sic throughout their high school years (and 
beyond)!  Did we perform better than the 
other schools that were invited?  NO, in 
fact, our performance, to say the least, was 
pleasant. But where we lacked in skill, we 
were strong in one area that all the other 
directors noticed.  What did we bring from 
Hawaii that was so impressive?  As our 
band director said, it was our “Aloha”…. 
it was heard in our performance…and that 
left an everlasting impression in every-
one. 

ISLAND LIFE

Leilehua High School & Tenri
“Dream Concert 2008”
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OYASAMA’S 210th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATED BY BGA

Thirty-six children and twenty-three 
adults gathered at the Mission HQ to 
celebrate  Oyasama’s 210th Birthday.  
The annual Hawaii Boy’s and Girl’s 
Association Oyasama’s Birthday Activity 
was held on Sunday, April 15, 2007.  The 
program began with the Seated Service 
led by Chairman Owen Nakao and Vice 
Chair Setsuo Kakitani.  Junior leaders Ron 
Horikawa, 12, and Kenny Miyauchi, 11, 
led the children with the BGA pledge and 

ISLAND LIFE

Sean Rodan, 13, led the BGA Song.  Tori 
Kawasaki, 12, and Dean Rodan, 11, gave a 
presentation of the picture card storytelling 
of Oyasama’s life.  Members of the Hawaii 
Young Men’s Association conducted 
fun games in the Mission Headquarters 
social hall and parking lot.  The activity 
concluded with the singing of the Happy 
Birthday song with cake and ice cream for 
everyone!

Wedding announcement
On the beautiful afternoon of Saturday, 

April 5, Jeff Tabata and Shanon Nakao 
(Net Hawaii Mission/Amijima Grand 
Church) held their wedding ceremony at 
Mission HQ. Shanon is the eldest daugher 
of Steven & Shigemi Nakao (Net Hawaii 
Mission). Congratulations to the happy 
couple! Here’s wishing both of them a 
long and  prosperous life together.

19
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Canned Food Drive
A big MAHALO for the generous 

donations of rice, cereal, can goods, 
saimin, etc.

The items were delivered to the 
Institute of Human Services on April 17. 
The staff there was very grateful. Thank 
you again everyone!

Our next drive for the IHS will be in 
June. School supplies for the children who 
utilize the shelter. Materials like pencils, 
crayons, composition books, erasers, etc. 
will be greatly appreciated.

Mahalo nui loa!!!

20

On April 8 (Tues), from 7:00 pm, the 
48th Oyasama Birth Celebration Concert 
was held in observance of Oyasama’s 
210th Birthday at the Mission HQ sanctu-
ary.  Eighty members of the Women’s As-
sociation participated in this event, play-
ing the Koto, Shamisen and Kokyu from 
the Eight Verses of the Yorozuyo through 
Chapter 12 of the Mikagura-Uta, with six 
performers on each instrument and in four 
rotations.  Participants enjoyed the offered 
birthday cake, pastries, and refreshments 
following the concert.  

Women’s Association 48th 
Oyasama Birth Celebration Concert 

ISLAND LIFE
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The celebration of culture here in the 
islands is not something new to most locals, 
but is always appreciated, whether it is 
through food, song, dance or art.  The 1st 
annual Art on the Block event was held on 
Saturday, April 19th at the Sky Gate lawn 
fronting Honolulu Hale in celebration of 
40 years of Art and Culture in the islands.  
Sponsored by the Mayor’s Office of Culture 
and Arts, this event showcased a diversity 
of cultural demonstrations, artistic exhibits 
and culinary tastings.  Through the efforts 
of past mochi pounding demonstrations 
in the community, Tenrikyo Mission 
HQ was invited to demonstrate mochi 
pounding at the Art on the Block.  Blessed 
with beautiful weather and brief cooling 
showers, over 20 members assisted in 
preparing, pounding, and making daifuku 
for spectators to enjoy.   Many of the 
event organizers as well as spectators 

Art on the Block
Mochi Pounding

were delighted to have experienced mochi 
pounding for the first time.  During each 
mochi pounding demonstration, young 
members help to hand out mochi pounding 
pamphlets which include an explanation of 
mochi and a brief abstract of the Tenrikyo 
teachings.  With pamphlets in hand and 
spirited smiles, mochi pounding continues 
to be an effective means to spreading the 
positive fragrances of the Joyous Life to 
the community.  Thank you to all that came 
to help out in another successful event!  

Starting this Monthly Service we will have a shuttle 
waiting at TCC. We encourage all YMA & YWC 
Members to park at TCC to help to open up the 
Mission HQ Parking lot for the elderly and possible 
new followers who would like to attend the Monthly 
Service. For more information please call Moses at 
Mission HQ 595-6523.

Monthly Service Shuttle!!

YMA & YWC Members!!
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Judo News
The results are in from the Senior 

National Championships at Virginia Beach 
for the second day of competition. Hawaii 
Tenri competitors have won one gold, four 
bronzes and one fifth place.

Taylor Ibera won her round robin 
matches against Veronica Prado for first 
place in the  Womens 44kg. “Big” Mindy 
Swanson won the bronze in the Women’s 
Open division. 

“Little” Mindy Chow and Chrissy 
Chow both took bronze in the women’s 
52kg division. There are two third places 
awarded in the repecharge system.

Daniel Chow placed fifth in the 
66kgs division, after losing the match for 
third place, against Josh O’Neil.  Arnold 
Toriumi won his first round match and then 
lost the Taraje Williams -Murray (who is 
the number one competitor in the national 
roster in this division).  Arnold then lost 
his first round in the loser’s pool. 

Sensei Derrick placed second in his 
division in the master’s competition.

There are several important upcoming 
tournaments that our competitors qualified 
for due to their finish in the Senior 
Nationals.  Taylor and Big Mindy are now 
nationally ranked number one players on 
the Senior Women’s roster for 44kg and 
the Women’s Open division respectively.  
Both Taylor and Big Mindy have qualified 
to compete in the Pan Am Championships 
in Miami on May 8-9th of this year.  Also 
Big Mindy, Little Mindy, Chrissy and 
Daniel have all qualified to compete in the 
USA Judo’s Olympic trials in Las Vegas 

on June 13th and 15th!  Great job and 
congratulations to all!

ISLAND LIFE

Taylor Ibera (R) 1st Place

Mindy Swanson (R) 3rd Place

Chrissy & Mindy Chow (R) 3rd Place
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We are waiting for you! Great way for kids to join a club at a young age. 
For more details and to get an application please contact 

Melvin Iwata at 537-4852

Hawaii Tenri Judo Club
Days: Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Saturday of every week
Time: (Mon,Wed, Fri) 5:30-8:30 (until 6:30 for beginners)

(Sat) 9:00-11:00 am All groups practice

Please visit our new website online at
www.hawaiitenrijudo.com

ISLAND LIFE
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WOMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION
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Tid BitsTid Bits
Associations’ Reports

YOUNG WOMEN’S 
CLUB

In the Women’s Association President’s 
address at the 90th Convention, she stated 
that we members must become the ideal 
foundations for our church.  So long as 
we fully lean on God the Parent, we can 
become the unmovable, unshakeable 
foundations that we strive to become.  No 
matter how heart-breaking and miserable 
an occurrence may be, to accept the 
situation in the best of your ability and 
with certainty, is an example of a mind 
which leans fully on God.  In anticipation 
of the 100th Anniversary of the Women’s 
Association, let us strive to develop such 
a mind by growing spiritually on a daily 
basis.  

BAZAAR HINOKISHIN
Beginning May 7 (Wed) 9 – 12 p.m.
TCC West House (every Wednesday)

NUUANU HALE VISITATION
May 10 (Sat)  9:30 – 10:30 a.m.

MONTHLY MEETING
May 12 (2nd Mon)

Meeting  9:00 – 10:00 a.m
General Meeting Musical Instrument 

Practice and souvenir wrapping to follow.  

WA, YMA, YWC Joint General Meeting
May 17 (Sat)  9:30 a.m.
Preparation Hinokishin will begin from 

VOLUNTEERS FOR GENERAL MEETING
We need volunteers to help with the 

General Meeting scheduled on Saturday, 
May 17th. We will be needing service 
performers and volunteers for the afternoon 
activities. If you are able to participate, 
please contact Terri at 387-1871 to sign 
up. Also, one of the YWC members will 
be calling you for your assistance.

VOLUNTEERS FOR THE KOTEKI YARD SALE
We need volunteers to help with the 

Koteki Yard Sale on Sunday, June 29th. 
We will be needing volunteers to help set 
up and with the sale itself. The Koteki is 
fundraising to return to Jiba in 2009 and 
perform in the Oyasato Parade. If you are 
able to volunteer, please contact Terri at 
387-1871 to sign up. Also, we will help 
with collecting donations for the sale.

SIGN UP FOR THE 2010 YWC CONVENTION
Remember to make the commitment 

to return to Jiba for the YWC Convention 
in April 2010. Stop by the YWC mini 
bazaar table at the Mission Headquarters 
Monthly Service to put your name on our 
commitment list.

YOUNG MEN’S 
ASSOCIATION
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YOUNG MEN’S 
ASSOCIATION

BOYS & GIRLS
ASSOCIATION

OYASAMA BIRTHDAY ACTIVITY!
Another great turnout with 37 kids 

(and 23 adults) at the Oyasama Birthday 
activity!  Thank you’s go to all who called 
and emailed everyone to wish Oyasama 
a Happy 210th Birthday, to Satoko who 
arranged to have the Sunday school junior 
leaders lead the BGA pledge and song 
conduct the picture card storytelling, to 
the YMA for conducting the games and to 
the staff for the various arrangements!

ALL TENRIKYO HINOKISHIN DAY
I would like to call on all members, staff 

and leaders to make every effort to join in 
the All Tenrikyo Hinokishin Day activity 
at your respective island!  Transmitting 
the spirit of Hinokishin and community 
service at an early age is very important in 
a child’s development.

CHILDREN’S PILGRIMAGE TO JIBA
It’s already close to summer and the 

Children’s Pilgrimage to Jiba!  This 
year’s group will depart on July 17th 
and return on the 30th.  Due to the fuel 
surcharge increase, BGA raised the airfare 
assistance for children participating in the 
BGA Hinokishin Corps.  Please call Rev. 
Owen Nakao at 381-9612 for more info.  
Airfare cost and optional tour info will be 
forthcoming.

Date: May 14 2008
Event: May YMA monthly mtg.
Location: Rainbow Hale
Time: 7:30 pm

Date: May 15 2008
Event: General Meeting Service Practice
Time: 7:00 pm
Location: Mission HQ downstairs hall

Date: May 17 2008
Event: General Meeting
Time: 9 am - 3 pm
Location: Mission HQ
Please wear your service kimono 
(otsutome-gi) if you have one or happi & 
black pants

Date: May 24th, Saturday
Special Olympics Volunteers needed! 
Time: 11:30 am - 3:30 pm
Location: U.H. Manoa Track Field 

9:00 a.m. the day before the event.

WOMEN’S SUPPORT NETWORK
May 18 (Sun) after lunch following 
Mission HQ’s Monthly Service. 

*May Mission HQ monthly service 
luncheon Hinokishin is assigned to North 
Honolulu Church.  Thank you!

*TCC HINOKISHIN & WOMEN’S 
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS PRACTICE
will be cancelled for the month of May.   

ORIGINS, May.2008
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The Hungry Reporter

Ingredients

Pea Salad

Mix	all	ingredients	together	and	serve.

Directions

I was having challenges finding a good recipe this month, 
when a co-worker brought two awesome salads to work one 
day.  As I was watching her eat the ono looking dishes, I had to 
ask her how to make it. She gladly offered it to me and voila! I 
am sharing them with you today. I hope you enjoy these easy 
and delicious recipes!

1 package ( 1 lb) Peas
1/4 lb bacon bits (fried crispy)
3 stalks celery, diced.
Round onion, diced
1 small can pitted olives
1/2	bottle	cashew	nuts
1 container (8 oz) sour cream

Cold Ginger Tofu
Ingredients
1~2 bunches finely chopped green onions
1 1/2” piece ginger, chopped fine
1 teaspoon salt
2~3 Tablespoons peanut oil
1 block firm tofu, cubed, well drained 
(almost dry)
Shoyu (optional

Directions
Mix green onions, ginger, salt and peanut 
oil together. Taste and adjust by adding 
more ingredients to your liking. Chill. 
Place tofu on a serving platter in single 
layer. Spread green onion mixture over 
tofu. Serve and enjoy!!

ORIGINS, May. 2008
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3st  Sat  All Tenrikyo Hinokishin Day Honolulu Zoo 9:00 a.m.     

9th  Fri  Missonary House Monthly Service  Missionary House 10:00a.m.

12th  Mon WA Monthly Meeting    Mission HQ      9:00 a.m. 

13th  Tue  WA Narimono Practice  Rainbow Hale     9:00 a.m. 

14th  Wed YMA Meeting    Rainbow Hale 7:30 p.m.

15th  Thu General Meeting  Mission HQ   7:00 p.m.  
   Service Practice

    BGA Meeting      Rainbow Hale 7:00 p.m.

17th Sat  WA/YMA/YWC   Mission HQ 9:30 a.m. 
   General Meeting

18th  Sun   Mission HQ Monthly Service Mission HQ  9:00 a.m.

    OS Orientation   Mission HQ 1:00 p.m.

    Aloha Band Pratice     Mission HQ 1:30 p.m.

19th Mon   Monthly Nioigake Day Mission HQ 9:00 a.m.

26th Mon  Yohaishiki   Mission HQ       10:00 a.m. 

WA  = Women’s Association
BGA =  Boys & Girls Association
YMA = Young Men’s Association
YWC = Young Women’s Club

TSA  =   Tenrikyo Student Association
RH   = Rainbow Hale
WSN = Women’s Support Network
TCC =  Tenri Cultural Center
 

May 2008
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wa-Yma-YwC
general meeting

May 18, Saturday  9:30 a.m.
Hawaii Mission HQ

LUNCH: FREE - Chili, Salad, Shave Ice, & Dessert
 FOOD BAZAAR (50 cents each) - Nagashi-Somen,

Yakisoba, BBQ, Oden, Hot Dogs, Tsukemono

Be sure to stay for the new activities 
planned this year



DOCTRINE OF TENRIKYO 

Chapter Three “Truth of Origin” 
(Diagram Format) 

DETERMINATION OF MODELS AND INSTRUMENTS 

1.             2.     3. 

4.       3A               

5.       3B 

6.            6B  

INSTRUMENTS: 

7.          
        

   SKIN & 

8.        BONES 

9.          

10. 

11. 

12. 

In the beginning, 

the world  

was a muddy ocean

God the Parent 

found this chaos 

unbearably tasteless

IDEA: To create

Human Beings 

God the Parent 

searched carefully 
PURPOSE: To see the JOYOUS LIFE 

and thus SHARE IN THAT JOY 

(GOD THE PARENT & HUMAN BEINGS share

JOYOUSNESS in a world full of joy) 
Found: Fish & Serpent

and many loaches 

Summoned Fish & Serpent, 

God the Parent recognized 

SINGLE-HEARTEDNESS in them, 

requested & obtained their consent 

God the Parent made a promise to bring them back after

(900,099,999 years) and be adored by their children 

*Preordination of Person, Time, and Place 

(Miki Nakayama; October 26, 1838; Nakayama 

Residence 

(NORTHWEST)    (M)    ORC

TSUKIYOMI 

MALE ORGAN, BONES & SUPPORT 

(SOUTHEAST)     (F)           TURTLE

KUNISAZUCHI 

FEMALE ORGAN, SKIN & JOINING 

(EAST)      (F)      EEL

KUMOYOMI

EATING, DRINKING, ELIMINATION 

(SOUTHWEST)     (M)        FLATFISH

KASHIKONE 

BREATHING & SPEAKING 

(WEST)     (M)   BLACK SNAKE

OTONOBE 

PULLING FORTH 

(NORTHEAST)      (F)     GLOBEFISH

TAISHOKUTEN 

CUTTING 

FISH (IZANAGI) 

MODEL OF MAN 

THE SEED 

SERPENT (IZANAMI) 

MODEL OF WOMAN 

THE SEED PLOT 

Supplemental Diagrams for April Sermon Delivered by Rev. Colin Saito
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CREATION OF HUMAN BEINGS 

                    

               1.            

      

        2. 

         
        3.

                  
       4. 

      5.   

*Place marked by      6.
   the Kanrodai 

Thus, models & instruments determined, and 

CREATION OF HUMAN BEINGS was begun

God consumed all the loaches 

tested the flavors of their minds to 

determine their nature. 

LOACHES = SEEDS FOR HUMAN BEINGS

(900,099,999 seeds) 

GOD THE PARENT 

Entered the bodies of Izanagi and Izanami 

Taught them the divine providence of  

creating human beings 

Entered Izanagi as:

Kunitokotachi

Tsuki-sama 

(Moon) 

(Moisture) 

Entered Izanami as:

Omotari 

Hi-sama 

(Sun) 

(Warmth) 

IZANAGI 

MODEL OF MAN 

IZANAMI

MODEL OF WOMAN 

As taught to them by God the Parent, 

900,099,999 seeds were put into Izanami

in 3 days and 3 nights

Izanami remained there for 3 years & 3 months 

Gave birth in 75 days to 900,099,999 children 

2
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DEVELOPMENT OF HUMAN BEINGS – 1 

1.     2.     3.  

4.  

5.     6.      7.  

8. 

9.          10.               11.  

               12.  

FIRST born children 

 inch tall (5 bu)

In 99 years grew to 

3 inches tall (3 sun)

All passed away

for rebirth & 

Father Izanagi 

withdrew from 

physical life 

IZANAMI conceived a SECOND time by the 

divine providence taught her by God the Parent 

(900,099,999 children) 

After 10 months, 

gave birth to  

900,099,999 children 

 inch tall (5 bu)

IZANAMI conceived a THIRD time by the 

divine providence taught her by God the Parent 

(900,099,999 children) 

In 99 years, grew to  

3  inches tall (3 sun 5 bu) 

All passed

away for 

rebirth 

Gave birth again to 

900,099,999 children 

 inch tall (5 bu)

In 99 years, grew to

4 inches tall (4 sun)

Mother Izanami says, 

“Now they have grown 

so tall, soon they will 

reach the full five feet 

height of human beings.” 

And with a smile, 

withdrew from physical 

life. 

Then, all her children, too, 

passed away for rebirth, 

deeply yearning for their 

mother. 
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DEVELOPMENT OF HUMAN BEINGS – 2 

1.     2.    3.  

4.  

        7. 

5.  

6. 

        9. 

8.          

10.  

11.        12.  

13.     14.        15.  

GOD THE PARENT TAUGHT:  900,090,000 years Human Beings lived in water 

                6,000 years Human Beings trained in wisdom 

                3,999 years Human Beings instructed in letters 

After that,  

human beings were 

reborn 8,008 times 

Worms, 

Birds, 

Beasts, 

and the like 

Then all passed away 

except a she-monkey

She-monkey began to conceive 

10 human beings at a time 

5 male, 5 female 

Born  inch tall (5 bu)

Grew to 8 inches (8 sun)

Bottom of muddy ocean began 

to develop highs and lows

by the providence of 

God the Parent 

Grew to 1 foot, 8 inches (1 shaku, 8 sun)
Land & Sea 

Heaven & Earth 

Sun & Moon 

Came to be distinguishable

During development of human beings 

from 1 foot, 8 inches (1 shaku, 8 sun)

to 3 feet (3 shaku)

Born as twins:  1 male, 1 female 

From 3 feet in height, human beings 

were born 

ONE at a time 

Human beings began to speak 

When human beings 

reached the height of 

5 feet (5 shaku)

Land & Sea, Heaven & 

Earth, the whole universe 

COMPLETED! 

Human beings 

began to 

dwell on land 
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